A FEW  WOEDS 


TO  THE 

THINKING  AND  JUDICIOUS  VOTERS 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


The  thinking  and  intelligent  people  of  Pennsylvania  are  in  the 
following  pages  addressed  on  one  of  the  most  important  issues  which 
has  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  a republic. 

There  is  no  man  in  the  state  who  has  not  heard  something  of  the 
evils  which  religion  when  turned  unto  the  tyranny — which  bigotry, 
proscription  and  intelligence  when  guided  in  secret  or  against  the 
objects  of  their  hatred,  have  inflicted  upon  the  natural  and  inaliena- 
ble rights  of  mankind. 

In  too  many  countries  of  the  old  world  superstitions  have  con- 
trolled the  consciences  of  men,  and  the  mere  pretence  of  piety  and 
love  of  country,  by  the  ambitious  and  the  designing,  have  erected 
the  scaffold  and  inflicted  the  torments  of  a most  grievous,  political, 
spiritual  and  intellectual  bondage. 

Our  forefathers  who  emigrated  to  this  country,  fled  as  they  had 
supposed  from  institutions  and  laws  which  breathed  a spirit  of  religious 
intolerance,  and  political  proscription,  w7ith  the  hope  of  establishing 
in  the  far  and  savage  wilds  of  America,  a government  devoted  to 
FREEDOM  OF  SPEECH,  FREEDOM  OF  CITIZENSHIP,  FREE- 
DOM OF  CONSCIENCE,  FREEDOM  OF  THE  PRESS,  AND 
FREEDOM  OF  PERSON.  They  fled  from  political  oppression, 
and  religious  bigotry,  from  protestant  as  wrell  as  catholic  perse- 
cution, from  combined  organized  secret  sects,  swayed  by  unprin- 
cipled men  in  their  denunciations  of  their  neighbors  for  opin- 
ions sake.  This  oppression  in  some  instances  had  been  directed 
in  its  operation  against  Presbyterians,  Baptists,  Methodists,  Episco- 
palians, Catholics,  Moravians,  if  ocinians: — indeed  no  sect  escaped  the 
injury  which  bigotry  and  misguided  ambition  inflicted  upon  freedom 
of  conscience.  But  no  instance  in  the  history  of  mankind  is  more 
striking  than  the  refined  persecutions  directed  under  color  of  law 
against  the  sect  of  Quakers — and  which  resulted  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania  by  William  Penn. 

He  was  a sincere  and  true  Christian,  and  was  therefore  as  all  true 
Christians  should  be  in  favor  of  religious  liberty . and  to  secure  this 
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to  himself  and  to  posterity  he  fled  from  protestant  proscription — « 
abandoned  the  comforts  of  home,  and  all  the  endearments  of  his  birth. 

He  felt  that  the  teachings  of  the  Saviour  of  mankind  had  not  been 
practised  by  the  law  makers  'of  his  native  land.  That  they  had  not 
granted  to  every  individual  the  right  to  examine  and  decide  for  him- 
self, what  his  own  religious  sentiments  should  be. 

That  they  had  inflicted  civil  disabilities  and  heavy  penalties  upon 
the  people  for  exercising  that  right. 

That  they  had  denied  the  right  to  people  to  support,  propogate  and 
defend  their  own  peculiar  views. 

He  felt  that  political  freedom  could  not  exist  where  religious  in- 
tolerance prevailed. 

That  to  adopt  a religious  test  as  the  step  stone  to  civil  honor  was 
to  bind  the  consciences  of  men  in  a manner  wholy  destructive  to  all 
true  piety,  and  injurious  to  that  political  equality  which  should  form 
the  basis  of  a Democratic  Government. 

He  felt  that  true  religion  was  essential  to  the  prosperity  and  sta- 
bility of  a nation.  And  that  tiue  religion  could  not  exist  where 
government  or  political  organization  undertook  to  control  the  con- 
sciences, and  fetter  the  intellects  of  the  people.  That  government 
had  a right  to  check  all  things  hurtful  to  public  morals  or  dangerous 
to  public  peace.  But  that  in  doing  this  they  had  no  right  to  in- 
fringe upon  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  the  religious  belief  of  any 
man.  That  no  citizen  was  safe  in  a country  where  this  was  allowed. 
That  the  Jew  may  be  the  object  of  attack  and  denunciation  to  day — 
to-morrow  it  may  be  the  turn  of  the  Christian — to  day  the  .Roman- 
ist mav  by  cruel  and  unrelenting  bigotry  be  crushed  out  of  political 
existence,  to-morrow  the  powerful  and  prosperous  sects  of  Protes- 
tants joining  against  the  weak  may  prescribe  some  equally  conscien- 
tious sect  who  had  heretofore  been  their  feeble  ally. 

He  felt  that  there  was  no  stability  in  religion  protected  by  civil 
power — and  therefore  inscribed  upon  the  title  page  of  his  principles 
the  immortal  words  '■'■no  connection  between  Church  and  State .” 

This  was  in  reality  the  dawning  of  both  CIY1L  and  RELIGIOUS 
LIBERTY — which  for  sixteen  hundred  years  even  its  friends  had 
been  unable  to  practice,  though  they  felt  its  importance  and  acknow- 
ledged its  necessity. 

Starting  upon  such  broad  and  noble  basis  men  mixed  more  toge- 
ther with  the  true  spirit,  and  saw  more  of  the  true  beauty  of  Christi- 
anity. They  practised  the  natural  teachings  of  their  own  hearts, 
and  experienced  day  after  day  more  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  friendly 
relations  with  each  other. 

To  this  may  be  attributed  in  a great  degree  that  public  feeling 
which  produced  the  American  Revolution,  and  that  strong  bond  of 
union  which  resulted  in  the  triumph  of  American  arms — so  firmly 
had  these  principles  been  established  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
this  country  at  the  time  of  the  separation  of  the  colonies  from  the 
proscriptive  government  of  England,  that  wrhen  they  came  to  esta- 
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blish  a constitution  for  themselves  “ to  insure  domestic  tranquility , 
•provide  for  the  common  defence , promote  the  general  welfare , and  se- 
cure the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  an  I our  posterity ,”  they 
made  it  a fundamental  part  of  the  Union  of  the  States  “ that  no 
religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a qualification  to  any  office  or 
public  trust  under  the  United  States 

This  clause  in  the  constitution  was  not  adopted  hastily — but  was 
agreed  upon  after  great  reflection  by  the  men  of  all  sects  who  com- 
posed the  venerable  and  discreet  body  of  thinking  patriots  who 
framed  that  immortal  instrument.  All  men  in  those  times,  which 
tried  mens  souls,  Catholics  and  Protestants,  and  some  of  no  religious 
belief,  agreed  upon  that  as  a fundamental  part  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States — as  the  broad  and  eternal  basis  on  which  was  to 
rest  the  welfare  and"the  happiness  of  our  people,  and  without  which 
a free  government  could  not  long  exist. 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution  who  agreed  so  unanimously  in 
this  particular  were  eminent  not  only  as  politicians  and  statesmen, 
but  were  also  revered  for  their  sincere  and  devoted  piety.  Pro- 
foundly versed  in  the  past  history  of  the  world — knowing  the  danger 
to  which  each  sect  had  in  its  turn  been  subjected  by  unrelenting  and 
bitter  persecution  from  their  more  powerful  enemies,  they  decreed 
that  the  protection  and  the  safety  of  all  sects,  would  be  secured, 
and  “the  general  welfare  promoted”  by  making  religion  too  holy  a 
thing  to  be  mixed  up  with  political  contests,  and  party  strife. 

William  Penn,  himself  a prolestant,  as  had  many  other  like 
worthy  men  of  different  sects,  had  experienced  the  evil  effects  of 
prosecution  by  other  protestants,  and  deemed  not  only  toleration  but 
perfect  equality  so  essential  to  the  happiness  of  any  people,  THAT 
OH  THE  28T H DAY  OF  OCTOBER,  1701,  IN  HIS  CHAR- 
TER OF  PRIVILEGES  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  PENNSYLVA- 
NIA, HE  MADE  THE  FIRST  ARTICLE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

“ Because  no  people  can  be  truly  happy  though  under  the  great- 
est enjoyment  of  civil  liberties,  if  abridged  of  the  freedom  of  ccn- 
scince,  as  to  their  religious  profession  and  worship:  And  Almighty 
God  being  the  only  Lord  of  conscience , Father  of  lights  and  Spirits, 
and  the  Author  as  well  as  the  object  of  All  divine  knowledge , Faith 
and  Worship , who  only  doth  enlighten  the  mind,  persuade  and  con- 
vince the  understandings  of  the  people,  1 do  hereby  grant  and  de- 
clare, that  no  person  or  persons  inhabiting  in  this  province  or  terri- 
tory, who  shall  confess  and  acknowledge  an  Almighty  God,  the  Crea- 
tor, Upholder  and  Ruler  of  the  World,  and  profess  him  or  them- 
selves obliged  to  live  quietly  under  the  civil  government  shall  be  in 
any  case  molested  or  prejudiced  in  his  or  their  person  or  estate,  be- 
cause of  his  or  their  conscientious  profession  or  practice,  nor  be 
compelled  to  frequent  or  maintain  any  religious  worship,  place  or 
ministry  contrary  to  his  or  their  mind,  or  to  do  or  suffer  any  other 
act  or  thing,  contrary  to  their  religious  persuasion.” 
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“ And  that  all  persons  who  also  profess  to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Saviour  of  the  World,  shall  be  capable  (notwithstanding  their 
other  persuasion  and  practice  in  point  of  conscience  and  religion ,)  to 
serve  their  government  in  any  capacity , both  legislatively  and  execu- 
tively.'1'’ 

This  was  strong  language,  but  Penn  well  knew  that  to  deny  to 
those,  who  fled  oppression,  and  established  themselves  on  these  shores, 
the  most  perfect  freedom  of  conscience,  would  be  equivalent  to  pre- 
venting the  settlement  of  these  colonies. 

fie  did  not  therefore  seem  to  be  content  with  the  declaration  made 
in  the  first  article  of  his  Charter,  and  as  if  his  far  seeing  mind  was 
more  engaged  upon  this  than  any  other  subject,  as  the  one  most  vital 
to  true  freedom,  he  in  the  Eighth  Article  of  the  same  Charter,  re- 
peats and  confirms  by  the  following  language  the  privileges  granted 
in  Article  first. 

“ But  because  the  happiness  of  mankind  depends  so  much  upon 
the  enjoying  of  LIBERTY  of  their  consciences  as  aforesaid , I do 
hereby  solemnly  declare , promise  and  grant  for  me , my  heirs  and  as- 
signs, that  the  first  article  of  this  Charter  relating  to  liberty  of  CON- 
SCIENCE, and  every  part  and  clause  therein,  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  thereof , shall  BE  kept  and  remain  with- 
out any  ALTERATION  inviolably  for  everB 

Nor  was  the  Proprietary  satisfied  with  the  mere  declaration  of  this 
undeniable  right  of  the  people.  He  desired  something  more  sub-' 
stantial. 

By  the  Charter  from  King  Charles  II.  to  William  Penn,  dated 
March  4th,  1680,  all  laws  passed  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania, 
were  required  to  be  transmitted  to  England  within  the  space  of  five 
years  after  the  making  thereof,  for  the  King’s  approval.  The  King 
having  the  right  by  the  provision  of  his  Charter  to  Penn,  to  declare 
any  law  void  within  six  months  after  such  transmission. 

At  an  Assembly  held  at  New  Castle  between  the  14th  October  and 
27th  November,  1700,  a law  was  passed  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  above  quoted  from  the  Charter  of  Privileges  from  Penn, 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  7th  day  of  February,  1705,  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  that 
law  was  rejected  by  the  Queen  and  the  Ministry. 

To  trammel  the  consciences  of  men,  and  apply  religious  tests  in 
political  affairs  was  a part  of  the  system  of  all  monarchical  govern- 
ment. Under  the  liberal  system  of  liberty  of  conscience,  monarchies 
faded  and  republicanism  prospered,  and  the  abolition  of  a religious 
test  in  political  affairs  in  the  American  colonies  was  a bugbear  to  the 
throne,  and  that  right  was  therefore  denied. 

THOSE  WHO  FAVOR  THE  RE-ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE 
FOREIGN  POLICY  AT  THE  PRESENT  DAY  HOPE  TO  DO 
SO  BY  AGAIN  MAKING  A RELIGIOUS  TEST  THE  AVENUE 
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TO  OFFICE.  IT  IS  THE  FIRST  STEP  TOWARDS  THE 
SACRIFICE  OF  THE  LIBERTIES  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

The  provincial  government,  however,  did  not  rest  here,  for  we 
find  upon  our  statute  books  the  same  doctrine  re-enactment  in  1705, 
in  the  following  words. 

Chap.  1.  THE  LAW  CONCERNING  liberty  of  conscience. 

“Almighty  God  being  only  Lord  of  conscience,  Author  of  all  di- 
vine knowledge,  faith  and  worship,  who  can  only  enlighten  the 
mind  and  convince  the  understanding  of  the  people;  in  due  reverence 
to  the  sovereignty  over  the  souls  of  mankind,  and  the  better  to  unite 
the  Queen’s  Christian  subjects  in  interest  and  affection:  BE  IT 
ENACTED  by  John  Evans,  Esquire;  by  the  Queen’s  royal  approba- 
tion, Lieutenant  Governor  under  William  Penn,  Esquire,  &c.,  &c. 
That  no  person  now  or  at  any  time  hereafter,  dwelling  or  residing 
within  this  province,  who  shall  profess  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and 
in  Jesus  Christ  his  Son,  and  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  One  God,  blessed 
forever  more,  and  shall  acknowdedge  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  old 
and  new  Testament  to  be  given  by  divine  inspiration,  and  when  law- 
fully required,  shall  profess  and  declare,  that  they  will  live  peacea- 
bly under  the  civil  government,  shall  in  any  case  be  molested  or  pre- 
judiced for  hisor  her  conscientious  persuasion,  nor  shall  he  or  she  be 
at  anytime  compelled  to  frequent  or  maintain  any  religious  worship, 
place  or  ministry  whatsoever,  contrary  to  his  or  her  mind,  but  shall 
freely  and  fully  enjoy  his  or  her  Christian  liberty  in  all  respects  with- 
out molestation  or  interruption.” 

THE  FIRST  CONSTITUTION  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
WAS  FRAMED  AT  A CONVENTION  CALLED  ON  TIIE 
15TH  DAY  OF  JULY,  1776,  AND  CONTINUED  ITS  SES- 
SIONS UNTIL  SEP.  28,  1776. 

The  second  article  of  Chapter  1st,  of  that  Constitution,  adopted 
during  the  revolutionary  struggle,  is  as  follows: 

“'That  all  men  have  a natural  and  unalienable  right  to  worship 
Almighty  God,  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences 
and  understanding^,  and  that  no  man  ought,  or  of  right  can  be  com- 
pelled to  attend  any  religious  worship,  or  maintain  any  ministry  con- 
trary to,  or  against  his  own  free  will  and  consent.  Nor  CAN  any 
Man  WHO  ACKNOWLEDGES  THE  llEING  OF  A GOD,  be 
justly  DEPRIVED  or  abridged  of  any  civil  right  as  a citizen , on 
account  of  ^his  religious  SENTIMENTS  or  peculiar  mode  of  RE- 
LIGIOUS worship , and  that  no  authority  can  or  ought  to  be  vested 
in,  or  assumed  by  any  power  whatever,  that  shall  in  any  case  in- 
terfere with  or  in  any  manner  control  the  right  of  conscience,  in 
the  free  exercise  of  religious  worship. 

THE  SECOND  CONSTITUTION  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
WAS  ADOPTED  ON  THE  2D  DAY  OF  SEP.  1790. 

It  contains  the  following  provision  relating  to  the  right  of  con- 
science. 
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Article  IX.  See.  III.  All  men  have  a natural  and  indefeasible  right 
to  worship  Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  con- 
sciences: No  man  can  of  right  be  compelled  to  attend,  erect  or  sup- 
port any  place  of  worship,  or  to  maintain  any  ministry  against  his 
consent:  no  human  authority  can,  in  any  case  whatever  control  or 
interfere  with  the  rights  of  conscience:  And  NO  PREFERENCE 
shall  ever  be  GIVEN  by  law  to  any  religious  establishment  OR 
modes  of  worship. 

Sec.  IV.  No  person  who  acknowledges  the  being  of  a GOD,  and  a 
future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments^WkYA,  on  account  of  his 
RELIGIOUS  SENTIMENTS,  iiE  DISQUALIFIED  TO  HOLD 
ANF  OFFICE  or  place  of  trustor  PROFIT  under  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

Sec.  V.  Elections  shill  be  FREE  and  EQUAL. 

THE  THIRD  CONSTITUTION  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
WAS  ADOPTED  ON  THE  22D  DAY  OF  FEB.  1838,  AN 
APPROPRIATE  DAY  FOR  THE  RE-ESTABLISHMENT 
OF  THIS  GREAT  CONSTITUTIONAL  RIGHT. 

The  ill,  IV.  and  V.  sections  of  the  IX.  article  are  precisely  the 
same  as  the  III.  IV.  and  V.  Section  of  IX.  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  1790,  above  quoted. 

Thus  we  see  that  this  great  and  indispensable  right  of  a man  to 
hold  an  office  of  profit  or  trust  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  has  never 
yet  been  denied.  Indeed , no  man  has  ever  dared  in  any  convention 
openly  to  question  it.  It  has  been  the  pride  of  our  ancient  common- 
wealth, and  it  is  now  one  of  those  well  settled  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  our  government,  around  which  the  hearts  of  the  people 
cling,  like  the  ivy  around  the  oak  of  the  forest,  and  for  which  they 
will  ever  be  ready  to  stake  their  LIVES  their  FORTUNES  and 
their  SACRED  HONORS. 

So  thorough  has  this  doctrine  been  engrafted  upon  our  whole  po- 
litical fabric,  that  no  man  can  hold  office  in  this  state,  who  does  not 
swear  to  maintain  it. 

It  is  believed  to  be  not  only  essential  to  the  freedom  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  protection  and  security  of  every 
religious  sect,  and  denomination.  Those  religious  opinions  w’hich 
cannot  be  sustained  amongst  an  intelligent  and  educated  people,  by 
force  of  their  own  inherent  virtue  and  beauty,  can  never  be  main- 
tained by  law.  Those  religious  opinions  which  have  the  right  upon 
their  side,  can  never  be  crushed  by  the  political  power  of  man.  To 
attempt  this  against  any  particular  sect  is  to  jeopardise  the  freedom 
and  independence  of  each  and  every  sect  To  assert  and  encourage 
such  a movement  in  primary  political  organizations,  or  sustain  can- 
didates known  to  be  pledged  to  such  views,  is  to  open  the  door  to 
all  the  torments  and  horrors  of  a bitter  and  unrelenting  religious  per- 
secution— which  will  as  it  always  has  done  excite  the  worst  passions 
of  the  human  heart. 
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No  candid  man  will  deny  that  in  every  country  of  the  world,  where 
temporal  governments  have  attempted  to  mould  the  government  of 
the  church,  and  control  and  direct,  or  interfere  with  the  consciences 
of  men,  woe  and  misery,  and  strife,  civil  war  and  blood  shed  have 
filled  the  land.  Conscience  is  subject  to  God  only,  and  no  man  who 
pledges  it  unreservedly  to  the  state,  to  be  controled  by  the  opinions 
of  others,  can  be  either  a good  patriot  or  a good  Christian,  and  so 
long  as  a man  proves  himself  a good  citizen,  he  has  the  natural  right 
to  all  the  protection  which  the  civil  government  can  give  him  in  the 
free  and  uncontrolled  enjoyment  of  his  conscience. 

Notwithstanding  this  wrell  established  and  settled  policy,  there  has 
arisen  and  is  now  being  organised  in  this  state  a secret  order  of  men, 
who  make  it  the  chief  object  of  their  combination  to  strike  at  this 
well  established  principle  of  our  free  government.  That  order  is 
familiarly  known  as  “ The  Know  Nothings.” 

They  are  bound  together  by  a secret  oath  to  proscribe  many  of 
our  best  citizens,  for  conscience  sake — as  well  as  on  account  of  the 
place  of  their  nativity. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  in  a land  like  ours,  an  order  so  di- 
rectly in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  our  government,  and  so  dangerous 
to  the  rights  of  our  people,  could  long  conceal  from  the  public  eye, 
the  nature  of  the  oaths  by  which  they  are  cemented,  or  of  the  candi- 
dates for  office  who  for  selfish  purposes  have  subscribed  their  consti- 
tution, or  who  approve  their  objects. 

Happily  for  the  nation  their  are  those  who  have  become  so  utterly 
disgusted  with  the  movements  of  this  order,  and  who  see  so  much 
danger  in  it,  that  they  have  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  expose  the 
treason  which  now  threatens  our  Constitution.  These  exposures 
have  been  published  in  some  of  the  political  as  well  as  religious 
journals  of  the  day,  and  are  vouched  for  as  correct.  James  Pollock, 
one  of  the  candidates  for  Governor  at  the  coming  election,  has  in  the 
most  formal  manner  been  charged  with  being  a member  of  that  or- 
der, and  has  not  dared  to  deny  the  charge. 

ABSTRACT  FROM  THE  OATHS  OF  THE  ORDER,  POP- 
ULARLY KNOWN  AS  THE  “ KNOW  NOTHINGS.” 

The  candidate  is  first  proposed,  by  a member  of  the  Order,  to  the 
Council,  without  his  knowledge.  Three  negative  votes  black-balls 
him.  If  elected  he  is  secretly  requested  to  present  himself  in  the 
anti-room  of  the  Council,  when  an  officer  appears  from  within  and  ad- 
ministers to  him  the  following  oath,  which  is  given  at  large,  as  it 
was  taken  by  James  Pollock  on  the  15th  of  June,  1851,  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

“I  JAMES  POLLOCK,  do  solemnly  swear  upon  this  sacred 

VOLUME,  BEFORE  ALMIGHTY  God  AND  THESE  WITNESSES,  THAT  I WILL 
NOT  DIVULGE  ANY  QUESTION  PROPOSED  TO  ME  HERE,  WHETHER  1 BE- 
COME A MEMBER  OF  THIS  ORDER  OR  NOT;  AND  THAT  I WILL  NOT  UNDER 
ANY  CIRCUMSTANCES  WHATEVER,  MENTION  THE  NAME  OF  ANY  PERSON 
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I MAY  SEE  PRESENT  DURING  ANY  OF  THE  MEETINGS,  OR  THAT  I KNOW 

such  an  Order  to  be  in  existence,  and  that  1 will  a true  an- 
swer MAKE  TO  EVERY  QUESTION  ASKED  OF  ME,  SO  HELP  ME  GOD.” 

Which  being  seriously  taken  by  the  candidate,  the  officer  proceeds 
to  propound  the  following  interrogations,  before  reporting  to  the 
Council  his  fitness  for  initiation: 

THESE  QUESTIONS  WERE  ALSO  PROPOUNDED  TO 
JAMES  POLLOCK,  AND  ANSWERED  BY  HIM  IN  A 
SATISFACTORY  MANNER. 

“1.  What  is  your  name  I 2.  Are  you  21  years  of  age]  3.  In 
your  religious  belief,  are  you  opposed  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  and 
do  you  intend  to  exclude  ALL  of  that  sect  from  every  place  and 
position  whatever!  4.  Are  your  parents  Roman  Catholics]  5.  Is 
your  wife  a Roman  Catholic]  6.  Were  you  born  in  this  country] 
7.  Were  your  parents  born  in  this  country]  8.  Were  your  grand- 
parents or  either  of  them  born  in  this  country,  and  if  so,  did  either 
of  them  take  part  in  the  American  Revolution]  9.  Are  you  willing 
to  use  all  the  influence  you  possess  in  favor  of  native  born  American 
citizens,  whose  parents  and  grand  parents  were  native  born  Ameri- 
cans, for  all  offices  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  in  the  gift  of  the  people; 
and  do  you  promise  to  vote  for  them  to  the  exclusion  of  all  aliens  and 
foreigners,  and  the  sons  of  aliens,  and  Roman  Catholics  in  particu- 
lar, for  local,  state  or  government  offices!  10.  Will  you  either  as  a 
citizen  or  a public  officer  refuse  to  advance  to  or  appoint  for  office, 
any  individual  whatever,  who  is  not  a native  born,  or  wnose  parents 
and  grand  parents  are  not  native  born,  and  who  professes  the  religion 
of  the  Catholic  Church!” 

James  Pollock  having  answ'ered  these  ten  questions  in  a manner 
satisfactory  to  the  interrogating  officer,  he  vTas  led  into  the  Council 
Hall.  This  Hall  is  arranged  with  a President  at  one  end  on  a raised 
seat,  and  the  Vice-President  at  the  other  end.  The  members  sitting 
round  the  room.  Mr.  Pollock  was  led  into  the  room  by  two  mem- 
bers up  to  a pedestal  in  front  of  the  President’s  chair,  upon  which 
lies  an  open  Bible.  He  was  then  addressed  by  the  President,  as  fol- 
lows: 

“My  friend  we  are  about  to  administer  to  you  a solemn,  serious 
and  binding  obligation,  one  which  we  have  all  taken.  In  which  I 
assure  you  there  is  nothing  DEROGATORY  to  your  religion , or 
to  the  ALLEGIANCE  which  you  owe  to  your  COUNTRY  or  to  your 
God.  (“  What  has  become  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State,”)  under 
such  an  assurance  are  you  willing  to  take  such  an  obligation  1” 

James  Pollock:  Yes. 

President.  You  will  place  your  left  hand  upon  this  Holy  Bible, 
and  extend  your  right  towards  Heaven,  and  repeat  after  me,”  which 
Mr.  Pollock  did  as  follows: 
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“ I James-  Pollock,  voluntarily  and  freely  do  solemnly  promise  and 
swear,  before  Almighty  God  and  these  witnesses  around  me  assem- 
bled, that  I will  not  under  any  circumstances  whatever,  divulge  or 
make  known  to  any  person  or  persons,  either  directly  or  indirectty 
or  to  any  human  being  other  than  those  I shall  know  to  be  good  and 
;rue  members  of  this  Order,  the  name,  secrets,  mysteries,  or  objects 
of  the  same,  or  cause  or  allow  the  same  to  be  done  by  others,  if 
within  my  power  to  prevent  the  same.  Binding  myselt  under  no 
less  penalty  than  that  of  being  excommunicated  from  the  Order,  and 
having  my  name  posted  and  circulated  throughout  the  different  Coun- 
cils of  the  order,  as  a traitor  and  perjuror  to  both  my  God  and  coun- 
try, and  being  unworthy  to  be  employed,  entrusted,  countenanced, 
or  supported  in  any  business  transaction  whatever,  and  as  a person 
totally  unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  all  good  men,  and  one  at  whom 
the  finger  of  scorn  shall  ever  be  pointed.  1 furthermore  promise 
that  if  I should  hereafter  be  expelled  from  or  leave  this  Order,  I will 
consider  this  obligation  as  binding,  out  of  it  as  in  it.  All  of  which 
foregoing  I freely  and  voluntarily  subscribe  to,  so  help  me  God!” 

Mr.  Pollock  was  then  led  to  an  officer  called  the  Judge  Advocate, 
at  the  other  side  of  the  room,  who  harangues  him  after  this  man- 
ner.” 

“ My  Brother,  the  Order  which  has  now  received  you  as  a mem- 
ber, may  with  all  propriety  be  considered  a secret  organization.  It 
is  so  secret  in  fact,  that  if  you  were  placed  before  a legal  tribunal 
and  there  sworn  to  tell  the  truth  the  whole  truth , and  nothing  but  the 
truth , you  could  not  for  your  life , reveal  the  name,  the  objects,  or 
the  secrets  of  that  band  of  brothers  among  whom  your  name  now 
stands  enrolled;  and  further  than  this,  when  you  retire  from  this 
meeting,  you  must  return  to  your  families  and  friends  as  ignorant  as 
when  you  came,  so  far  as  the  name  of  this  Order  is  concerned.  In 
common  with  ourselves,  you  4 know  nothing,’  and  let  it  be  your 
stern  resolution  through  life  to  4 Know  Nothing.’ 

“ The  high  and  exalted  duties  which  you  owe  to  your  God,  to 
your  Country,  and  to  yourselves,  for  the  purpose  of  the  preservation 
of  American  Liberty,  requires  that  you  should  observe  the  oath 
which  you  have  this  night  taken  above  all  other  obligations.  For 
the  laws  of  no  land  are  of  higher  importance  to  yourselves  and  your 
children,  than  is  that  obligation  which  you  have  just  taken,  to  pre- 
serve American  Institutions  by  the  entire  and  absolute  exclusion  of 
all  foreigners  from  control  or  participation  in  the  affairs  of  your 
country. 

To  this  instruction  the  candidate,  Mr.  Pollock,  bowed  his  as- 
sent. 

Now,  what  would  be  the  condition  of  Mr.  Pollock,  if  he  should 
be  called  to  testify  against  one  or  more  of  “that  Band  of  Brothers.” 
Observe  there  is  no  qualification  to  this  oath.  It  must  be  obeyed 
whether  the  object  be  legal  or  not — whether  the  acts  and  doings  of 
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“that  Band  of  Brothers”  be  in  conformity  to,  or  in  violation  of  the 
law. 

Is  it  not'a  shameless  outrage  to  attempt  to  place  in  the  gubernatorial 
chair  of  a commonwealth,  a person  whose  political,  religious  and  social 
liberty  is  based  upon  the  most  unrestricted  principles  of  intolerance, 
a time-serving  demagogue,  who,  for  the  sake  of  a mess  of  pottage, 
would  sell  his  freedom,  and  pledge  himself  before  God  and  men  to 
violate  the  law  of  the  land,  and  perjure  himself  in  a court  of 
justicel 

AGAIN,  WE  SAY  MR.  POLLOCK,  IF  YOU  DON’T  BE- 
LONG TO  THIS  ORDER,  TAKE  ISSUE  AND  PLEAD  NOT 
GUILTY.  WE  STAND  PREPARED  TO  CONVICT  YOU 
BEFORE  THE  FREEMEN  OP  PENNSYLVANIA. 

After  the  delivery  of  this  patriotic  address,  Mr.  Pollock  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Instructor  who  taught  him  the  signs  and  grips,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  could  obtain  entrance  in  the  Council.  These 
signs  and  grips  are  given  hereafter  in  some  articles  extracted  from 
one  of  the  public  journals. 

He  was  then  master  of  the  first  degree,  and  signed  his  name  to  the 
Register, 

Having  promised  and  given  the  best  assurance  that  he  was  willing 
to  become  a full  blooded  Know  Nothing,  he  was  admitted  to  the  se- 
cond degree  and  took  the  following  oath. 

“ 1 James  Pollock,  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear,  that  1 will  not, 
under  any  circumstances,  divulge  or  make  known  the  name  of  this 
Order,  or  its  objects,  to  any  person  or  persons  in  the  world,  unless 
to  those  who  1 may  know  to  belong  to  this  Order,  in  good  and  regu- 
lar standing. 

“ x\nd  1 furthermore  promise  and  swear  that  I will  neither  write, 
print,  paint,  cut,  carve,  engrave,  emboss,  stamp,  stain,  or  mark  any 
secrets  of  this  Order,  on  any  thing  moveable  or  immoveable  on  the 
earth  or  sea.  whereby  said  secrets,  or  any  part  thereof,  the  name  of 
the  Order,  its  operations,  the  names  of  its  officers,  or  the  name  of  its 
members  or  its  place  of  meeting,  may  become  known  to  those  who 
have  not  received  the  first  and  second  Degrees  of  this  Order  in  due 
form:  nor  will  1 cause  or  permit  the  same  to  be  done,  if  within  my 
power. 

“And  I furthermore  promise  and  swear  that  I will  always  conform 
to  the  will  of  the  majority  of  the  members  of  this  Order,  in  the  se- 
lection of  candidates  to  fill  every  office  of  honor,  profit  or  trust,  with- 
in the  gift  of  the  people;  provided  such  candidates  shall  have  been 
born  of  American  parents , and  grand  parents . on  American  soil, 
and  shall  have  been  educated  in  American  Institutions,  and  that  I 
will  use  all  the  influence  1 may  possess  to  elect  all  such  candidates 
whom  1 may  know  to  be  opposed  to  all  foreign  influence,  Popery, 
Jesuitism  and  Catholicism,  without  hesitation  on  my  part  whatever. 
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And  I furthermore  promise  and  swear  that  I will  strictly  conform  to 
and  abide  by  the  oath  i have  now  taken,  and  that  I will  strict  obe- 
dience pay  to  the  Constitution,  Laws,  Rules,  Ritual  and  Edicts  of  the 
honorable  Grand  Council  of  this  Order,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  to  the  By-Laws  of  Conrad  Council,  No.  6,  to  which  1 now  be- 
long, or  to  those  of  any  other  Grand  or  Subordinate  Council  fron? 
which  I may  hereafter  hail,  binding  myself  under  the  no  less  penal- 
ties than  are  attached  or  belong  to  those  who  violate  the  oath  of  the 
first  degree  of  this  order. 

“ And  that  1 will  preserve  and  keep  this  oath  of  secrecy,  in  all 
and  every  place  whatever,  considering  and  holding  it  as  pervalent 
to  all  other  obligations. 

“ All  the  foregoing  I voluntarily  and  freely  subscribe  to  of  my 
own  free  will  and  accord,  so  help  me  God.” 

Mr.  Pollock  was  led  to  the  Instructor  who  taught  him  the  signs 
and  grips  of  this  degree,  and  he  was  again  conducted  to  the  pedestal 
in  the  front  of  the  President’s  chair,  and  requested  to  kneel  in  order 
that  he  might  be  in  the  proper  position  to  assume  the  obligation  of 
the  third  degree , which  he  took  in  the  following  mode. 

“ I James  Pollock,  kneeling  before  God,  my  maker,  my  left  hand 
raised  before  God,  my  maker,  my  right  hand  upraised  towards  heaven, 
my  right  hand  grasping  the  flag  of  my  native  land,  of  my  own  free 
will  and  accord,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise,  declare,  and 
swear  that  I will  never  communicate  any  of  the  secrets  of  this  de- 
gree to  any  person  or  persons  in  the  world,  except  within  the 
body  of  a legally  organized  Council  of  this  Order,  or  to  a known 
brother  of  this  degree,  and  not  unto  him,  or  unto  them,  until  I am 
well  assured  that  they  are  just  and  upright  brethern  who  are  legally 
Entitled  to  receive  the  same.  I also  promise  and  swear  that  I will 
due  obedience  pay  to  the  Constitution,  Lawrs  and  Edicts  of  the  ho- 
norable Grand  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  the  perma- 
nent duty  of  me  as  an  American  citizen. 

“ I also  promise  and  swear  that  whenever  I may  vote  at  an  election, 
that  vote  shall  in  all  cases  be  given  to  native  born  American  citizens 
only,  and  that  I will  ever  seek  the  political  advancement  of  those 
men  who  are  good  and  true  members  of  this  Order.  And  that  1 will 
appoint  to  office  if  that  power  should  ever  be  invested  in  me  none 
but  those  who  are  such.  And  who  with  their  parents  and  grand 
parents  shall  have  been  born  on  the  American  soil,  and  of  parents 
hostile  to  the  catholic  religion. 

“ I also  promise  and  swear  that  this  and  all  other  obligations  which 
1 have  previously  taken  in  this  Order,  shall  be  kept  through  life,  sa- 
cred and  inviolate.  I also  promise  and  swear,  that  whenever  1 may 
hear  the  sign  or  see  the  signal  of  distress  given  by  any  brother  of 
this  Order,  I will  hasten  at  once  to  his  immediate  relief  at  the  peril 
of  my  own  life. 
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“ I also  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  ever  contribute  my  means 
in  such  sums  as  1 can  spare  without  personal  inconvenience,  to  the 
advancement  of  our  views  and  to  the  extension  of  our  doctrines5 
through  the  medium  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

“ 1 also  promise  and  swear  that  I will  never  permit  a spurious  or 
clandestine  member  of  this  Order  to  participate  in  any  of  the  bene- 
fits or  the  advantages  thereof,  or  of  this  Government.  And  that  I 
will  never  encourage,  countenance,  uphold,  recognize  or  support 
any  one  not  a member  of  this  Order. 

“ To  all  these  and  those  I do  most  sincerely  promise,  declare  and 
swear,  binding  myself  under  no  less  penalty  than  those  of  having  my 
grave  trampled  on  by  foreigners,  and  to  have  my  memory  cursed  by 
my  children  and  my  children’s  children,  as  a traitor  to  their  welfare, 
to  my  country  and  my  God.  So  help  me  God  and  witness  my  ob- 
ligation.” 

Having  taken  this  oath,  Mr.  Pollock  was  again  led  to  the  Judge 
Advocate  wrho  addressed  him  as  follows: 

“ My  Brother,  The  different  obligations  you  have  taken  in  this 
Order,  through  its  different  degrees,  must  have  convinced  you  that 
all  who  claim  to  be  American  citizens  have  certain  important  duties 
to  perform  toward  themselves  and  to  society  at  large,  which  duties 
can,  in  no  instance,  be  set  aside  or  annulled  without  a palpable 
violation  of  the  dearest  rights  and  privileges  which,  as  an  admirer  of 
our  republican  freedom,  each  and  every  member  of  our  organization 
w'ould  wish  to  enjoy. 

The  peculiar  lormation  of  our  Order  is  such,  and  its  designs 
against  Catholics,  so  accord  with  the  members,  that  by  a system 
of  concerted  action  on  the  part  of  our  brotherhood,  we  can  bring 
about  a series  of  practical  results  in  our  governmental  policy,  that 
would  in  any  other  light  be  deemed  WKONG  and  wholly  imprac- 
ticable. Simply  and  alone  it  is  in  vain  to  contend  against  the  hy- 
dra headed  monster  of  Jesuitism  and  Catholicism,  or  any  other  sect 
which  is  or  may  appear,  but  united  in  one  common  cause,  determined 
so  secure  the  liberties  of  our  native  land  at  all  hazards,  or  perish  in 
the  attempt,  we  cannot  fail  of  success.  Our  cause  is  a righteous 
one,  the  motives  which  actuate  us  are  of  no  ordinary  character,  and 
we  trust  that  no  brother  among  us  will  ever  be  found  absent  from 
his  post  in  the  hour  of  danger.” 

The  candidate  is  then  again  taken  to  the  Instructor,  who  gives  him 
the  signs,  pass-words  and  grips  of  this  degree. 

Thus  it  will  be  perceived  that  Mr.  Pollock  who  takes  the  various 
oaths  of  his  Order  is  sworn  to  proscribe  a particular  sect  in  this  state 
on  account  of  their  religious  and  conscientious  views.  He  is  sworn 
to  DO  THIS. 

Yet  if  elected  he  must  swear  to  sustain  the  Constitution  of 
the  state. 
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UAND  THAT  CONSTITUTION  EXPRESSLY  SAYS, 
THAT  NO  MAN  SHALL  BE  PRESCRIBED  OR  PRE- 
VENTED FROM  HOLDING  OFFICE  ON  ACCOUNT 
OF  HIS  RELIGIOUS  BELIEF  OR  MODE  OF  WOR- 
SHIP. 

IF  IIE  KEEPS  HIS  OATH  TO  THE  CONSTITU- 
TION, HE  PERJURES  HIMSELF  TO  THE  “KNOW 
NOTHINGS,”  AND  IF  HE  KEEPS  HIS  OATH  TO 
THE  “KNOW  NOTHINGS,”  HE  PERJURES  HIMSELF 
TO  THE  CONSTITUTION.” 

Is  such  a man  to  be  entrusted  with  the  liberties  of  the  people! 

For  such  is  “ Know  Nothingism.”  Its  Jesuit  Jesuitism.  It 
makes  its  Council  greater  than  'he  State.  It  makes  of  its  President 
more  than  Catholicism  makes  of  its  Pope.  It  enslaves  the  conscience, 
the  heart,  the  mind,  the  tongue,  the  pen,  the  purse: — it  enslaves  the 
soul.  The  freeman  will  not  bow  his  neck  to  the  yoke.  Alas  for 
him  if  he  does. 

Such  is  the  picture.  It  is  too  true  for  a jest. — It  is  too  dangerous 
to  every  sect  to  be  tolerated  in  a government  which  professes  to 
tolerate  the  rights  of  conscience,  and  to  secure  Freedom  of  Thought 
to  every  Citizen.  % 

The  members  of  this  order  assume  a patriotism  and  political  vir- 
tue, and  intelligence  superior  to  the  founders  of  the  American  States 
and  Union. 

It  can  not  he  conceded,  thus  easily,  that  they  are  wiser,  or  their  po- 
licy better,  than  that  under  which  we  live  and  have  so  long  enjoyed 
the  blessings  of  liberty.  At  least  it  ought  not  to  be  conceded  until 
they  will,  themselves,  openly  avow  their  doctrines  to  the  public, 
in  order  that  all  men  may  judge  of  their  true  tendency. 

The  experience  of  the  past  is  the  only  safe  guide  for  the  future. 
The  good  and  wise  men  who  planned  this  government  were  of  all 
denominations,  and  the  victims  of  oppression  in  all  countries.  They 
were  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  tendency  and  effect  of  religious 
persecution,  and  knew  too  well  the  cold  religious  formality,  and  the 
political  disasters  which  resulted  from  an  union  between  Church 
and  State.  They  knew  that  by  it  Christianity  was  corrupted,  and 
the  natural  and  inalienable  rights  of  the  people  sacrificed,  to  secure 
the  ends  of  hypocritical  professors  and  designing  demagogues. 

They  had  seen  state  after  state,  and  sect  after  sect,  once  powerful 
and  prosperous  sacrificed  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  selfish  ends 
of  those  who  used  them  merely  as  the  channels  through  which  to 
ride  into  power. 

This  knowledge  was  so  thorough  and  general  at  the  time  of  the  for- 
mation of  our  government,  that  some  of  the  most  devoted  friends  of 
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the  true  and  liberal  policy,  doubted  even  the  necessity  of  providing 
against  its  recurrence  in  this  country,  assigning,  as  a reason,  that  it 
was  not  then  and  never  would  be  required  among  the  American 
people.  Thus,  when  first  proposed,  6th  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  only  required  officers  of  the  U.  S.  and  of  the 
States  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution. 

Hut  Mr.  Pinckney,  moved  to  add  the  following  words,  now  part 
of  that  article  ; but  no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a quali- 
fication to  any  office  or  public  trust  under  the  United  States. 

Roger  Sherman  objected  that  it  seemed  an  unnecessary  provision , 
for  such  was  the  liberality  of  the  American  people  that  it  never  could 
be  questioned. 

Governeur  Morris  and  Mr.  Pinkney  supported  the  amendment, 
and  without  further  objection  it  was  unanimously  passed.  Madison 
papers,  vol.  3,  page  — . 

How  little  did  the  patriots  of  those  days,  suppose  that  within 
three  quarters  of  a century  a man  would  be  nominated  and  place 
his  claims  for  the  suffrages  of  the  people  upon  an  oath  taken  in  a 
secret  order,  to  violate  that  very  article  of  the  Constitution. 

They  thought  that  they  had  guarded  the  liberties  of  the  people 
from  future  peril,  and  had  secured,  under  the  laws,  equal  privileges 
to  every  sect. 

Heretofore  the,  people  of  Pennsylvania  have  been  the  first  and 
most  consistent,  in  guarding  against  religious  tests,  and  in  proscribing 
intolerance  and  proscription  for  conscience  sake.  The  fines  imposed, 
the  pillory  and  imprisonment  to  which  ffm.  Penn  had  been  subject- 
ed by  Protestant  England,  for  his  religious  opinions,  convinced  our 
forefathers  that  it  was  a dangerous  power  to  thrust  in  the  hands  of 
any  sect  5 “ and  shall  we  now  retrograde  one  century  in  political 
philosophy  and  give  this  power  to  a member  of  the  Know  Nothing 
Order  ? by  confiding  to  him  the  Executive  office  of  this  Common- 
wealth 1” 

JAMES  POLLOCK  has  been  seriously  charged  in  almost  every 
leading,  influential  Democratic  Journal  in  the  State  with  having 
joined  this  secret  order. 

The  Whig  press  throughout  the  State  has  either  preserved  a steady 
silence  in  reference  to  this  charge,  or  they  have,  as  in  two  instan- 
ces, denied  it,  on  their  own  responsibility,  at  the  same  time  asserting 
that  they  had  no  authority  from  Mr.  Pollock  to  do  so. 

The  Philadelphia  Pennsylvanian  has  repeatedly  challenged  him 
to  make  a candid  and  unreserved  denial  of  this  charge,  pledging 
themselves  to  give  substantial  proof  in  support  of  their  assertions  as 
soon  as  he  shall  contradict  them. 

The  Philadelphia  Sun,  the  organ  of  the  “Know  Nothing”  Order, 
attempted,  in  two  articles,  to  evade  the  question,  and  was  so  com- 
pletely exposed,  that  it  ignobly  retreated  from  its  position,  and 
abandoned  the  controversy  ; after  having  inadvertently  asserted, 
that  Pollock  would  get  the  whole  “ Know  Nothing ” vote. 
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KNOW  NOTHINGISM  EXPOSED. 

PASS  WORDS,  SIGNS,  GRIPS  AND  OTHER  PECULIARITIES  OF  THE  ORDER. 

In  times  gone  by  the  Whig  party  have  been  enabled  to  accomplish 
some  of  their  ends  by  an  union  with  all  and  every  unpopularfaction, 
which  for  mere  temporary  purposes,  are  organized  in  different  quar- 
ters of  the  State.  Their  success  in  carrying  out  their  plans,  how- 
ever, has  been  mainly  owing  to  the  fact  that  up  to  the  eve  of  the 
election  they  have  studiously  kept  from  the  knowledge  of  the  people, 
the  fact  of  their  real  designs  in  order  to  prevent  the  disaffection  in 
their  own  ranks  which  would  be  the  natural  result  of  unholy  and 
unprincipled  alliances  with  separate  organizations  based  upon  the 
advocacy  of  doctrines  at  variance  with  the  creed  of  honest  Whigs. 
The  case  stands  very  different  now.  We  have  the  distinct  avowal 
by  an  organ  of  the  present  opposition  hodgepodge  party,  that  their 
candidate  for  Governor  has  been  adopted  by  five  distinct  and  sepa- 
rate organizations,  each  professing  principles  directly  opposed  to  the 
opinions  of  a large  portion  of  the  unthinking  men  of  the  other. 

The  Sun  of  yesterday  has  the  following  significant  confession,  in 
speaking  of  the  probabilities  of  the  election  of  the  “ Know  Nothing” 
candidate  for  Governor  : 

“ We  have  now  the  data  for  our  calculations,  as  to  the  result  of 
the  pending  gubernatorial  election.  Mr.  Pollock  will  receive  the 
entire  Whig  vote,  the  entire  anti-Nebraska  vote,  the  entire  Know- 
Nothing  vote,  the  entire  Temperance  vote,  and  a portion  of  the 
American  vote.”  « 

Truly  these  are  discordant  elements  to  be  brought  together.  They 
never  can  be  united  when  the  people  of  this  State  are  fully  and 
fairly  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  the  wire-pullers  who  manage 
the  strings  which  govern  the  WThig  and  Know  Nothing  parties  are 
deliberately  selling  them  like  cattle  on  the  shambles  to  serve  the 
selfish  ends  and  unconstitutional  designs  of  those  who,  for  the  sake 
of  temporary  success  and  the  plunder  of  office,  sacrifice  every 
honest  principle  and  degrade  themselves  to  the  level  of  mere  thim- 
ble-players in  politics.  We  are  heartily  glad  that  our  Know 
Nothing  and  church-burning  neighbor  has  been  induced  to  open  the 
eyes  of  the  honest  voters  of  the  State  as  to  the  true  position  of 
the  opposition  candidates.  This  being  fairly  done,  we  have  no  fears 
of  the  result. 

The  day  of  the  election  will  convince  our  friend  that  this  calcula- 
tion is  about  as  much  to  be  relied  upon  as  have  been  the  thousand 
and  one  of  the  same  sort  which  in  former  campaigns  were  made  pre- 
vious to  the  trial.  They  generally  look  exceedingly  well  on  paper 
before  the  votes  are  counted,  but  dwindle  into  miserable  nonsense  as 
soon  as  the  boxes  are  opened. 

Will  our  neighbor  permit  us  to  ask  him  where  his  candidate  for 
Governor  joined  the  Know  Nothings'?  Does  he  give  it  up?  In  their 
own  language  we  answer:  6 — 15 — 8. 
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Know  Nothing  and  traitor  to  the  laws  and  the  Constitution  of  his 
country  for  election  by  the  “ Sons  of  the  Sires  of  ’76. 

Pollock  is  induced  by  this  newly  elected  and  wholy  incompetent 
Mayqf  to  pursue  the  same  course  ; and  he,  too,  takes  with  all  solem- 
nity, *an  oath  which  both  these  gentlemen  know,  if  they  know  any 
thing,  is  wholly  incompatible  with  their  respective  oaths  of 
office. 

Of  this  we  intend  to  satisfy  the  people,  and  that  too  without  their 
becomingmembers  of  the  Know  Nothing  Order.  We  only  desire  our 
friends  to  keep  cool,  and  be  cautious  how  they  deny  what  we  assert. 
If  we  print  against  any  of  them  a libel  we  court  a prosecution  for  it, 
and  without  taking  the  advantage  given  by  law  to  a newspaper  to 
discuss  the  character  of  public  officers  and  candidates,  we  hold  our- 
selves ready  to  prove  all  we  say.  We  court  such  an  investigation 
and  challenge  either  James  Pollock  or  R.  T.  Conrad  to  deny,  in  this 
way,  what  we  have  said  of  them.  If  we  have  charged  them  falsely 
with  belonging  to  so  blasphemous  an  order  we  have  libelled  them 
most  foully.  Will  they  dare  ask  us  to  the  bar  of  any  Court  to  prove 
it  1 

We  assert  that  James  Pollock  joined  the  Lodge  No.  lfi,  of  the 
“ Sons  of  the  Sires  of  ’76,”  commonly  known  as  “ Know  Nothings” 
meeting  at  the  N.  E.  corner  of  Ninth  and  Arch  streets,  on  the  15th 
day  of  June,  at  8 o’clock,  P.  M. — that  Robert  T.  Conrad  and 
Samuel  Allen,  High  Sheriff,  were  present — that  the  presiding  officer 
of  that  Lodge  is  James  S.  Pringle,  No.  338  Vine  street ; Mr.  Wood- 
ward is  Vice  President.  Thomas  S.  Williams,  No.  398  Market 
street,  is  a very  active  member  of  that  Lodge. 

We  assert  further  that  George  R.  Smith,  489  Arch  street,  ex- 
member of  the  Legislature,  was  also  there  in  company  with  Mr.  Pol- 
lock on  the  evening  of  his  initiation. 

All  this  we  will  lay  before  the  public  in  due  form  and  its  proper 
shape  in  the  fulness  of  time,  and  all  the  efforts  of  our  Know  Nothing 
friends  to  prevent  it  will  not  succeed.  They  are  all  too  late.  We 
advise  them,  therefore,  to  cease  the  plan  now  talked  of  amongst  cer- 
tain active  ones  amongst  them  to  find  out  how  we  have  discovered 
these  truths.  Gentlemen  you  cannot  succeed.  Your  efforts  to  do 
so  will  be  about  as  barren  of  a happy  result  to  yourselves  as  was 
the  covention  lately  held  at  Columbia  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  cer- 
tain orders  in  the  State  under  your  black  flag  of  blasphemy,  cor- 
ruption and  treason. 

We  are  rather  of  opinion,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  find  the 
people  of  the  interior  of  this  State,  have  a little  too  much  good 
sense  to  enlist  in  such  unholy  warfare  against  the  time  honored 
principles  of  the  fathers  of  our  government,  and  you  will  also  find 
that  the  most  of  the  sensible  thinking  men  who  have  joined  you, 
will  eschew  your  poisonous  connection  as  soon  as  they  shall  discover 
the  real  object  of  your  organization,  and  this  we  think  they  will  do, 
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notwithstanding  the  denunciation  contained  against  them  in  your 
oath — “ To  be  considered  a traitor  in  the  country  which  gave  them 
birth,  an  outcast  from  society  in  the  land  while  living,  and  finally, 
from  God  when  dead.”  I 

For  so  soon  as  they  discover  that  they  have  been  blindly  duped 
into  a promise  which  no  honest  American  citizen  can  keep,  none 
will  keep  it,  except  those  who  wish  to  use  it  for  their  own  pri- 
vate ambitious  purposes.  They  will  feel  that  their  oath  to  the  con- 
stitution, and  their  fealty  to  the  government  which  protects  them  is 
their  first  and  paramount  duty. 

It  will  be  in  vain  for  you  then  to  say  “ Traitors  beware 
No.  13.”  The  present  attempt  since  our  disclosure  to  change  your 
pass  words  and  signs  is  also  useless.  We  will  publish  the  new  ones 
as  soon  as  they  are  adopted,  for  we  intend  to  keep  pace  with  all 
your  improvements.  The  conversation  had  between  certain  of  the 
members  of  this  order  about  assassinating  the  author  of  these  dis- 
closures, we  regard  not.  Our  means  of  information  is  of  the  most 
curious  character.  Nothing  less  than  a mode  by  which  one  not  a 
member  of  the  order  is  enabled  to  discover  all  that  is  done  in  a majo- 
rity of  the  lodges  in  this  city.  How  it  is  done  we  of  cours  cannot 
tell.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  all  what  we  say  upon  the  subject  is  per- 
fectly reliable. 

A GRIP. 

The  first  giip  of  the  KNOW  NOTHING  order  is  as  follows — as 
near  as  it  can  be  described  without  having  had  any  practice  in  the 
cabalistic  art: 

In  shaking  hands  you  take  the  person  with  whom  you  are  shaking 
in  the  usual  mode,  and  press  the  end  of  the  middle  finger  on  the 
side  of  the  knuckle  joint  of  the  little  finger,  of  the  person  with  whom 
you  are  in  the  act  of  shaking  hands.  After  you  have  given  this  gen- 
tle Know  Nothing  squeeze,  you  let  your  hand  fall  gently  by  your 
side,  when  the  person  who  gave  the  grip  says  “ where  did  you  get 
that?”  If  your  companion  is  a Know  Nothing  he  will  reply  “ 1 don’t 
know,  do  you!”  If  he  is  not  a member  of  the  Order  he  will  in  all 
probability  when  you  ask  the  question  say,  “get  what.”  You  will 
then  turn  it  off  by  referring  to  some  part  of  his  dress,  and  say,  “ that 
breast-pin,  that  coat,”  or  some  like  article,  selecting  any  item  about 
him  which  would  be  likely  to  attract  attention.  (If  the  person  ac- 
costed had  in  khis  mind  any  idea  of  becoming  a Know  Nothing,  as 
many  have  from  a mere  curosity,  you  will  most  likely  be  struck 
with  the  peculiar  'shape  of  his  head,  and  its  appendages  in  which 
case  we  presume  the  most  appropriate  reply  would  be  “ those  long 
ears.”)  The  instructions  in  this  grip  are  given  immediately  after 
the  main  oath  is  taken  in  the  Lodge.  This  oath  we  have  not  yet 
given  in  full,  but  will  do  so.  After  the  candidate  is  instructed  in 


the  grip,  the  president  gives  him  the  pass  word,  by  which  he  is  en- 
abled to  enter  a Lodge,  which  pass  word,  as  we  have  already  said,  is 
“ Traitor,  beware  No.  13. 

OM  entering  a Lodge  you  go  to  the  outside  door,  and  make  any 
numoer  of  raps  you  please  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  guardian,  who 
when  he. hears  the  rapping,  puts  his  ear  to  an  aperture  in  the  door, 
and  you  ask  in  a low  voice  “what  meets  here  to  night.”  The  guar- 
dian answers  “ I don’t  know;”  you  then  give  him  the  first  word  of 
the  pass  word,  which  is  “ Traitor;”  (A  VERY  PROPER  REPLY 
and  may  be  construed  to  mean  in  POLLOCK  and  CONRAD’S  cases 
as  in  all  others,  “TRAITOR  TO  YOUR  OATH  TO  THE  CON- 
STITUTION—TO  YOUR  COUNTRY  AND  TO  YOUR  DUTY 
TO  YOUR  GOD.”)  This  word  being  correctly  given  you  pass  to 
the  inner  door,  where  you  give  four  distinct  raps,  and  when  the 
guardian  appears  you  give  the  balance  of  the  pass  word,  which  is, 
“ Beware  No.  13.”  This  being  correct,  you  are  permitted  to 
pass  in.  You  go  to  the  centre  of  the  room  and  address  the  President 
and  Vice-President,  which  is  done  by  placing  your  right  hand  upon 
your  left  breast  and  letting  your  hand  fall  carelessly  to  your  side. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  respectable  portion  of  the 
Whig  party  should  be  ashamed  of  their  candidate  for  Governor, 
when  they  find  that  he  has  not  only  perjured  himself  by  subscribing 
to  unconstitutional  and  blasphemous  oaths,  but  has  also  belittled 
himself  by  entering  with  a spirit  and  activity  into  a system  of 
foolish  childs-play. 

The  Clinton  Tribune  denies  that  Pollock  is  a member  of  this  Or- 
der, but  it  does  not  pretend  that  this  denial  is  based  upon  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Pollock  himself.  This  qualification  is  well  put  in. 
We  repeat  that  Mr.  if  Pollock  does  not  belong  to  the  secret  order  of 
which  we  have  for  some  days  been  speaking,  and  if  the  Whigs  are 
so  much  ashamed  of  this  connection,  we  ask  why  does  not  Mr,  Pol- 
lock deny  the  charge.  It  is  a serious  one,  and  is  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  call  for  a denial  on  the  part  of  some  of  his  organs,  but 
confessedly  without  his  knowledge  or  approbation.  We  say  let  Mr. 
Pollock  deny  the  charge  himself.  If  the  same  assertion  had  been 
made  against  the  Democratic  candidate,  in  the  same  serious  manner 
that  it  has  been  against  his  opponent  in  every  quarter  of  the  state, 
by  the  first  mail  he  would  send  his  emphatic  denial  as  an  indepen- 
dent, fearless  and  honest  man  should  do.  But  there  is  this  difference 
between  the  two  candidates;  the  one  stands  upon  the  well  known 
principles  of  his  party,  in  defence  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  his 
lellow  citizens,  boldly  upholding  the  well  established  doctrines  of 
freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  person,  and  freedom  of  religion,  while 
the  other  forgetful  of  his  duties  to  the  law  of  the  land,  meanly  bar- 
ters himself  to  every  miserable  faction  by  which  he  expects  to  gain 
a little  temporary  success,  no  matter  how  shameless  their  creed,  or 
how  disorganising  their  policy. 
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JAMES  POLLOCK’S  PLATFORM. 

When  James  Pollock  attached  himself  to  the  secret  order  of 
Know  Nothings,  he  swore,  - 

1st.  “ That  he  would  not  vote  for  or  appoint  to  office  any  man  who 
was  not  born  in  this  country.” 

2d.  “ He  would  not  vote  for  or  appoint  to  office  •m-'-  man  who 
believed  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  whether 
born  in  this  country  or  elsewhere.” 

3d.  “He  would  not  vote  for  or  appoint  to  office  any  man  whose 
father  was  not  born  in  this  country,  and  a believer  in  the  Protestant 
religion. 

Judge  Pollock,  if  elected,  must  violate  either  his  oath  as  a Know 
Nothing,  or-his  oath  as  Governor.  If  he  refuses  to  appoint  a citizen 
on  account  of  his  religion  or  birth,  then  he  violates  the  Constitution 
he  has  sworn  to  support.  If  not,  then  he  is  untrue  to  his  Know 
Nothing  obligation!  We  admit  that  the  deformity  of  this  is  too 
monstrous  for  contemplation,  but  then  it  is  a startling  reality,  and 
should  receive  the  serious  consideration  of  every  citizen  of  the  state. 
The  crusade  is  now  against  foreigners  and  the  children  of  foreigmrs, 
and  Catholics,  whether  native  or  foreign;  and  who  dares  say  that  the 
next  attack  will  not  be  upon  some  other  class  of  citizens,  or  some 
branch  of  the  Protestant  church!  With  the  free  spirit  of  infidelity 
engendered  and  stimulated  by  this  unholy  combination,  what  class 
of  people,  or  what  denomination  is  safe  ! Nay,  is  Christianity  itself 
safe!  Its  very  vitality  with  us  results  not  from  the  numerical 
strength  or  weakness  of  a particular  branch,  or  the  peculiarity  of  its 
doctrines,  but  from  the  principles  of  universal  toleration.  So  long 
as  all  sects  have  equal  privileges  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  union 
of  Church  and  State. 

MR.  POLLOCK  has  adopted  this  PLATFORM  for  two  reasons. 
1.  Because  he  may  fairly  be  SUPPOSED  to  approve  it. 

With  what  true  force  can  be  applied  to  him  the  WARNINGS  of 
Washington. 

During  the  administration  of  that  GREAT  MAN,  a few  secret 
political  societies  were  formed.  ■ 

Avowedly  to  accomplish  objects  connected  with  the  political 
movements  of  that  day.  His  PATRIOTIC  and  discerning  eye  at 
ONCE  perceived  the  tangible  evils  which  must  NECESSAR1L  Y flow 
from  such  COMBINATIONS  and  in  the  rich  legacy  he  left  his 
countrymen  in  his  FAREWELL  ADDRESS  of  advice  and  ex- 
hortation, he  thus  portrays  the  inevitable  consequences  which  must 
flow  from  the  encouragement  of  such  dangerous  organised  conspira- 
cies as  the  Nnow  Nothings  in  our  midst.  After  describing  such  so- 
cieties, he  says: 

HOWEVER,  COMBINATIONS  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 
MAY  NOW  AND  THEN  ANSWER  POPULAR  ENDS, 


THEY  ARE  LIKELY,  IN  THE  COURSE  OF  TIME  AND 
THINGS,  TO  BECOME  POTENT  ENGINES,  BY  WHICH 
CUNNING,  AMBITIOUS  and  UNPRINCIPLED  MEN  WILL 
BE.  ABLE  TO  SUBVERT  THE  POWER  OF  THE  PEO- 
PLE, AND  TO  USURP  FOR  THEMSELVES  THE  REINS 
OF  GOVERNMEMT;  DESTROYING  AFTERWARDS  THE 
VERY  ENGINES  WHICH  HAVE  LIFTED  THEM  TO  UN- 
JUST DOMINION.'” 

Shall  the  warnings  of  WASHINGTON  be  forgotten! 

POLLOCK  AND  HIS  ALLY  CONRAD. 

: ; .'  */•;  ’ 0 T .‘0*1.  f. 

A Practical  Illustration  of  Know  Nolhingismt 

' / io  rnifo  Bid  lo  lain 

A SCENE  AT  INDEPENDENCE  HALL. 

The  scene  we  are  about  to  describe  has  the  advantage  of  being  na- 
tural enough  if  we  make  allowance  for  the  lapse  of  time,  and  is  cer- 
tainly capable  of  being  profitably  construed.  At  all  events,  there 
is  more  than  mere  poetic  justice  in  one  of  its  features,  because  it  re- 
calls good  deeds  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  good  principles. 

The  now  chief  magistrate  of  a beautiful  and  extensive  city — oc- 
cupied by  half  a million  of  human  beings,  and  remarkable  for  its 
healthy  location,  its  happy  poor,  its  generous  rich,  its  scholars  and 
its  wits,  its  statesmen  and  its  lawyers — held  high  levy  at  Indepen- 
dence Hall — the  Mecca  to  the  freemen  of  America — the  Pantheon 
to  which  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world  are  turned  either  in  hope  or 
in  fear.  It  was  a spectacle  of  surpassing  grandeur,  and  was  in  itself 
one  of  the  epochs  of  the  age.  The  object  of  this  assemblage — for  it 
included  men  who  lived  in  the  last  century,  and  who  reappeared  at 
this  moment  upon  the  stage  of  life  to  take  part  in  the  august  cere- 
mony— was  to  initiate  an  era  of  new  measures,  and  to  open  the  way 
to  a future,  such  as  never  was  “dreamed  of  in  our  philosophy.” 
Judge  Conrad  had  taken  the  seat  which,  nearly  seventy-eight  years 
ago,  was  appropriated  by  a man  called  John  Hancock,  who  presided 
over  a convention  assembled  in  that  very  hall  to  cut  the  American 
colonies  loose  from  the  British  Crown,  and  who  stood  by  and  saw 
his  place  occupied  by  a stranger,  who  was  about  to  improve  upon 
the  idea  proclaimed  in  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
and  to  set  an  example  to  posterity  which  those  men  who  lived  a 
hundred  years  ago  had  come  from  their  narrow  homes  to  dignify  by 
their  presence,  and  to  hear  the  new  doctrine  expounded  and  illus- 
trated. The  principle  upon  which  Judge  Conrad  administers  his  of- 
ficial duties  was  to  be  practically  applied,  and  from  the  vast  crowd 
before  him  he  was  to  choose  his  assistants  for  the  coming  two  years 
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No  citizen  of  foreign  birth  could  be  considered  a moment  after 
that  fact  became  known! 

The  roll  was  called.  The  first  name  was  that  of  Gilbert  Motier 
de  Lafayette.  “ What  are  your  claims  to  consideration!”  was  the 
question  of  the  learned  Judge  Conrad. 

“They  are  very  few^  in  number,”  said  a musical  voice  in  broken 
English.  “ I first  fought  at  the  Brandywine,  a lovely  stream 
in  Chester  and  Delaware  counties,  and  was  wounded  for  the 
good  of  the  cause.  I did  some  service  at  Monmouth.  I induced 
France  to  help  the  colonies  with  mone}’-  and  with  men.  1 aided  in 
compelling  Cornwallis  to  surrender,  and  was  present  at  the  siege  of 
Yorktown,  I enjoj^ed  the  undiminished  confidence  of  George  Wash- 
ington.” 

“ Where  were  you  born!”  said  Judge  Conrad,  glowing  with  en- 
thusiasm at  these  eloquent  and  soldier-like  details.  “ 1 was  born  in 
France,  in  1757,”  was  the  response.  “ Howl — a foreigner — an  un- 
naturalized citizen,”  was  the  indignant  interruption. — “STAND 
BACK.  These  are  days  when  all  acts  done  by  such  men  are  for- 
gotten and  denounced.  You  are  excluded  from  consideration  by  a 
grateful  republic.” 

“ Call  Benedict  Arnold,  and  let  us  hear  his  sentiment,”  was  the 
next  observation. 

A voice  replied:  “ I fought  for  my  country  long  and  well;  but  in 
an  evil  hour  1 deserted  and  betrayed  her  to  the  English.  I was  born 
in  Connecticut  in  1740.” 

“That  is  sufficient  brave  and  worthy  son.  Your  case  is  already 
decided  in  your  favor.  I will  enrole  your  name  high  in  the  list  of 
my  officers.  It  is  enough  that  you  were  born  in  this  happy  country. 
We  will  now  consent  to  hear  from  Baron  Steuben.” 

A voice  answered:  “My  name  is  Frederick  William  Augustus 
Baron  Steuben.  1 gave  my  property,  and  the  best  years  of  my  life 
to  the  cause  of  American  Freedom.  I fought  at  Stony  Point,  at 
Paulus  Hook,  at  Yorktown,  and  was  I hope  of  great  use  to  George 
Washington.  I was  born  in  the  Old  World,  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen years  ago.”  “ Another  foreigner!  Stand  back,  retire — your 
appeal  is  denied,  your  petition  rejected.  Call  Hugh  Mercer.”  To 
this  name  a voice  replied  as  follows:  “1  come  from  the  grave  to  meet 
y°u  here,  and  speax  for  one  who  died  for  your  country  on  the  field 
of  Princeton.  I died  almost  in  the  arms  of  Washington.  I was 
bora  in  Scotland.”  “ Enough — your  example  can  produce  no  effect 
upon  me:  for  I have  vowed  before  Heaven  to  consider  no  claim,  and 
to  venerate  no  character  when  presented  by  a foreigner.” 

The  name  next  on  the  list  was  that  of  Aaron  Uurr. 

“1  have  no  right  to  expect  promotion  in  this  hall  sacred  to  the 
liberties  I intended  to  destroy.  I was  born  in  New  Jersey  in 
1756.” 
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“We  cannot  do  without  the  services  of  such  a man,”  was  the  re- 
ply. “We  forget  your  infamy  and  forgive  your  crime,  born,  as  you 
were,  upon  the  soil  of  America.” 

Such,  without  continuing  these  examples,  is  the  plain  and  practi- 
cal meaning  of  the  new  secret  society  which  has  been  established 
among  us,  and  which  is  based  upon  the  pseucto  patriotism  which 
erects  a barrier  against  large  classes  of  our  countrymen,  and  recog- 
nises a rule  which,  broad  as  it  is,  can  only  be  sustained  Without 
makiny  eycm  ions  for  or  against  any  one.  The  m6st  eminent  vir- 
tues and  deservings  are  rejected  contemptuously’if  he  who  cari  boast 
of  them  should  not  be  a native-born.  On  the  other  hand,  the  advan- 
tage of  being  born  in  the  United  States  may  cover  and  conceal  a mul- 
titude of  sins. 

. 1 't\n  i 

The  Practical  Working  of  the  Know  Nothing  Order  on  the 

Democrtic  Party. 

Whether  the  Order  was  originally  designed  as  a means  of  success- 
fully attacking  the  Democratic  party,' is  not  known,  but  certainly  it 
has  been  prostituted  to  that  purpose  in  this  State.  Howl  We  will 
briefly  explain.  The  leading  and  influential  spirits  of  these  lodges 
are  generally,  if  not  universally,  composed  of  men  whose  ruling  po- 
litical idea,  is  a blind  spirit  of  hostility  to  Democratic  principles. 
However  much  they  may  profess  to  hate  foreigners,  or  foreign  influ- 
ence, they  hate  Democrats  and  Democratic  influence  a thousand 
times  worse,  and  if  no  other  method  of  successfully  warring  against 
our  party  was  presented,  these  men,  who  may  be  well  typified  by  such 
prostitutes  as  Judge  Pollock  and  Mayor  Conrad,  would  be  ready  to 
kiss  the  Pope’s  big  toe  from  one  year’s  end  to  another,  and  sing 
pcems  to  the  “rich  Irish  brogue,”  and  sweet  German  accent,” 
every  day  of  their  lives.  Such  men,  we  say,  generally,  are  the 
controlling  spirits  of  these  lodges.  In  initiating  Candidates,  one  of 

the  OATHS  REQUIRES  THEM  TO  VOTE  SUCH  A TICKET  AS  IS  FIXED  UPON  BY 

the  Order.  With  this  fact  the  whole  secret  of  the  operation  is 
simply  to  preseve  a preponderance  of  Whigs,  and  Natives  in  the 
Lodges.  This  can  easily  be  done.  Up  to  a certain  point,  an  earnest 
effort  is  made  to  entice  Democrats  within  its  leprous  embrace  but 
after  a certain  proportion,  'being  a minority,  has  been  secured,  all 
men  inclined  to  act  with  our  party  are  rigidly  black-balled  and  ex- 
cluded. This  whole  game  is  thus  rendered  k very  easy  one.  The 
Democrats  who  are  enticed  into  the'  order  have  their  hands  very 
nicely  tied  and  are  completely  in  the  powef  of  theirVoes.— 
On  all  questions  of  importance  the  Whig  arid  Native  Ameri- 
can members  of  course  out- vote  them.  It  is  true  that  occasion- 
ally comparatively  trifling  and  insignificant  stations  are  given 
to  original  Democrats,  to  st.ll  better  disguise  the  real  purpo- 
ses of  the  order.  In  the  recent  election  in  Philadelphia,  the 
result  of  the  movements  in  the  Know-Nothing  lodges  exemplified 
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the  truth  of  the  above  statement,  and  a few  Democrats  who  were 
too  wise  to  be  killed  off  by  such  barefaced  bamboozling  and  buffoon- 
ery were  bitterly  denounced  as  traitors  and  threatened  with  all  the 
terrors  of  a Know-Nothing  inquisition.  An  active  attempt  is  now 
being  made  to  establish  throughout  the  State  lodges  on  the  same 
system  as  those  in  Philadelphia.  Agents  have  been  dispatched  for 
that  purpose  into  every  quarter,  but  have  generally  met  with  indif- 
ferent success.  The  men  who  are  usually  selected  to  assist  in  set- 
ting the  ball  in  motion  in  the  different  towns  are  the  same  politi- 
cians who  in  1S52,  only  two  years  ago,  were  afflicted  with  terrible 
agony  by  the  fact  that  the  Constitution  of  New  Hampshire  con- 
tained a religious  test,  yet  who  are  now  seeking  to  establish  one 
here  in  defiance  of  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania.  There  is  no 
occasion  for  any  man  to  join  this  order  to  merely  gratify  his  curiosity 
in  reference  to  it,  for  in  a short  time  all  its  secrets  will  be  patent 
to  the  world,  and  any  quantity  of  amature  bodies  may  be  estab- 
lished where  all  the  “ motions”  and  ridiculous  performances  of  the 
Society,  may  be  gone  through  with  without  any  of  the  guilt  of 
participaf  iug  in  its  illegal  obligations,  or  without  any  necessity  for 
Democrats  to  throw  themselves  into  the  power  of  their  political  foes 
even  by  an  oath  which  is  extra-judicial  and  not  binding. 

Practical  Political  Working  of  the  Know  Nothing  Order  on 

the  Whig  Party. 

But  it  must  be  born  in  mind  that  in  thus  attempting  to  strike  down 
the  Democratic  party  by  this  system  some  of  the  most  illustrious 
members  of  the  opposition  party  must  necessar  ly  be  sacrificed, 
and  the  same  machinery  which  enables  unprincipled  tricksters  to 
strike  a blow  at  the  Democratic  party,  affords  them  equal  facili- 
ties for  “ crushing  out”  the  honest  portion  of  their  own  party, 
who  are  political  rivals.  While  Know-Nothingism : strikes  at  all 
citizens  of  foreign  birth,  or  their  decendants  to  the  third  genera- 
tion, no  matter  what  their  merits  or  deserts,  it  strikes  not  only  at 
Democratic  ascendency,  but  at  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  Whig 
ranks. 

They  well  know  that  the  (Constitution  is  and  ever  has  been  the 
great  pillar  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  in  this  country,  and 
that  before  the  free  prindples-dt  maintains  can  be  crushed  beneath 
the  Juggernaut  wheels  of  fanaticism,  bigotry,  and  the  machinations 
of  secrei  oath  bound  conspirators,  the  Democratic  party  must  be 
stricken  down.  But  we  also  admonish  the  voters  of  this  Estate  that 
the  same  system  of  political  treachery,  espionage,  and  midnight 
caballing  which  was  used  against  Democrats  was  also  employed  by  the 
wire  pulling  managers  of  Know-Nothingism  to  prostrate  some  of 
the  best  men  of  the  old  line  Whig  party,  who  had  too  much  re- 
spect for  the  doctrines  of  such  a Whig  as  Webster,  whose  highest 
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pride  was  his  position  as  the  great  expounder  of  the  Constitusion, 
and  as  Clay,  whose  gallant  spirit  would  have  scorned  so  contempti- 
ble an  organization  as  Know  Nothingism,  as  he  would  a viper — to  al- 
low themselves  to  be  enfolded  within  the  leprous  embraces  of  this 
new  phase  of  old-time  tyranny  and  aristocracy  which  punishes  men 
for  their  religion  and  rates  them,  not  by  their  personal  worth  or  in- 
tegrity, but  by  who  their  fathers  were  and  where  they  were  born. 

Already  have  we  seen  in  Philadelphia  proof  of  the  fact  we 
have  cited  above.  Already  have  we  seen  men  who  stand  in  the 
Whig  ranks  a head  and  shoulders  higher  than  those  who  have  over- 
slaughed them  stricken  down  by  their  Know  Nothing  Whig  rivals. 
To  begin  with  the-  contest  for  Mayor.  Who  does  not  know  that  in 
the  preliminary  strife  between  Mayor  Conrad  and  Gilpin  the  great 
lever  of  the  former’s  strength  was  the  assistance  of  his  Know  No- 
thing co-conspirators.  Without  the  aid  of  this  element  it  is  very 
questionable  whether  Mayor  Conrad  would  have  received  the  Whig 
nomination  for  the  office  he  sought.  Wm.  M.  Meredith,  the  former 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  legal  attainments  and  general  intel- 
ligence, command  the  high  respect  of  men  of  all  parties  was  defeat- 
ed for  the  Whig  nomination  for  Councilman  in  his  own  Ward  by  the 
operation  of  this  same  nefarious  system  of  Know  Nothing  treachery. 
John  Yarrow,  too,  formerly  the  President  of  Select  Councils  was 
defeated  at  the  polls  by  the  power  of  Know  Nothingism  in  a strong 
Whig  ward,  although  known  as  one  of  the  staunchest  Whigs  In  that 
city,  because  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  born  abroad.  And  even 
now  our  streets  are  ringing  with  the  rumor  that  the  edict  has  gone 
forth  from  the  star-chamber  councils  of  Know  Nothingism  that  a dis- 
tinguished and  prominent  member  of  the  old  Whig  party  whose  ser- 
vices in  its  cause,  whose  talents,  whose  high  moral  worth,  whose 
fidelity  to  the  local  interest  of  our  city,  make  him  at  once  the  pride 
and  ornament  of  his  party  must  be  ruthlessly  stricken  down  for  a 
Congressional  nomination  this  fall.  Yes  Hon.  Joseph  R.  Chandler, 
whom  we  may  well  style  when  speaking  of  the  Whig  Congressional 
delegation  of  this  State,  or  perhaps  of  the  Union,  the  “noblest  Ro- 
man of  them  all,”  must  be  laid  prostrate  beneath  the  heels  of  the  de- 
monical spirit  which  has  been  called  up  for  the  basest  purposes. 
Said  we  not  truly  that  Know-Notbiftgism  strikes  not  only  at  Demo- 
cratic ascendency  but  at  some  ot  the  best  men  in  the  Whig  party 
when  such  Whigs  as  Gilpin,  as  Meredith,  as  Yarrow,  as  Chandler, 
and  many  others  equally  worthy  laid  prostrate  in  the  late  hurricane 
of  Know  Nothingism  which  swept  over  Philadelphia  must  be  trampled 
in  the  dust  to  act  as  footstools  upon  which  contemptible  demagogues 
like  Conrad  and  Pollock  can  mount  into  power. 

It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  the  honest  portion  of  the  Whig 
party  in  this  city  as  well  as  in  other  regions  of  the  State,  is  awaking 
to  a sense  of  the  true  character  of  the  Know  Nothing  movement,  and 
instinctively  shrinking  from  the  maelstrom  of  unconstitutional  folly, 
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fanaticism  and  conspiracy  into  which  it  would  engulph  the  proud 
party,  which  was  once  the  glory  of  its  members,  and  always  com- 
manded the  respect  even  while  it  encountered  the  untiring  hostility 
of  the  Democratic  party.  We  are  strongly  inclined  to  think  that 
Mr.  Pollock  will  find  his  Know  Nothing  operation  even  a poorer 
political  speculation  than  Gen.  Scott’s  eulogy  of  the  “ rich  Irish 
brogue”  and  “sweet  German  accent,”  proved  to  be.  He  should 
have  taken  warning  by  the  dog  in  the  fable,  who,  in  grasping  at 
the  shadow,  lost  the  substance,  and  carefully  considered  before  he 
had  the  temerity  to  sneak  into  the  Lodge,  at  the  corner  of  Arch  and 
Ninth  streets,  to  demean  himself  by  muttering  a parcel  of  Know 
Nothing  gibberish,  swearing  hostility  to  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  to  proscribe  even  men  in  the  ranks  of  the  party  to 
which  he  owes  all  that  he  is  politically,  men  who,  when  compared 
with  him,  are  as  “ Hyperion  to  a Satyr,”  whether  he  would  not  fire 
with  indignation  thousands  of  honest  men  whose  attachment  to  Whig- 
gery  is  a sincere  one,  but  who  are  unprepared  to  sanction  even 
under  that  name  the  impious  blasphemies,  dark  treacheries,  and  un- 
constitutional designs  of  Know  Nothingism.  Already  do  we  hear 
hundreds  of  honest  Whigs  speak  in  such  language  as  is  embodied  in 
the  resolutions  of  the  recent  large  Whig  meeting  held  at  Nelson’s 
Hotel  on  Friday  last  as  follows  : 

Already  have  the  intelligent  and 
honest  portion  of  the  Whig  Party  of 
Philadelphia  county  repudiated  Pol- 
lock and  his  Know  Nothing  pledges. 

On  Friday  the  4th  of  August  at  a 
Convention  held  at  Nelson’s  Hotel,  they 
adopted  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  whereas  extraordinary  efforts  have  of  late  been 
made  by  certain  parties  in  this  community  to  dissolve  the  great  Whig 
party  into  sections  of  a dangerous  and  destructive  character;  and 
whereas,  such  sectional  parties  have  now  boldly  declared  their  great 
object  to  be  the  proscription  of  all  citizens  not  of  their  own  organi- 
sation, or  not  born  on  the  soil,  or  who  do  not  worship  God  accor- 
ding to  their  peculiar  notion;  and  whereas,  the  late  municipal  elec- 
tion has  fully  developed  a,  deep-rooted  secret  organization,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  is  the  transferring  and  committing  of  the  Whig  party 
blindly  to  the  support  of  the  persons  and  principles  of  such  secret 
order. 

Resolved , That  whilst  the  said  Societies  pledge  their  unbounded 
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suppr  rt  to  every  pure  and  untainted  Whig,  they  pledge  themselves 
not  tr  vote  for  any  person  for  a political  station  who  is  willing  to  pre- 
scril  e his  neighbor,  either  for  his  religious  opinions  or  the  place  of 
his  birth. 

Resolved , That  the  members  of  said  Associations  will  give  no  sup- 
port whatever  either  for  the  nomination  or  election  of  any  person 
who  they  have  good  reason  to  believe  belongs  to  any  secret  politi- 
cal organization  whatever. 

Resolved,  That  the  refusal  of  any  nominee  to  answer  whether  he 
belongs  to  any  other  political  organization,  and  to  explain  what  are 
its  principles,  shall  be  held  sufficient  for  the  said  Whig  Association 
not  only  to  take  such  person’s  name  off*  the  list  of  nominees,  but  also 
to  deposit  their  votes  in  opposition  to  him. 

To  the  above  platform  thousands]  of  “ true  blue  ” Whigs 
are  now  ready  to  subscribe,  and  ere  Mr.  Pollock  gets  through 
the  campaign,  if  we  are  not  much  mistaken,  he  will  find  his  Know 
.Nothing  road  a harder  one  to  travel  than  he  bargained  for,  and  curse 
in  bitterness,  the  hour  when  he  followed  that  political  “ Will  o’  the 
Wisp,”  Judge  Conrad,  into  the  miry  quicksands  of  Know  Nothing- 
ism. 

THE  “SON'S  OF  THE  SIRES  OF  ’76,”  OR  THE  KNOW- 
NOTHINGS  vs.  THE  SIRES  OF  ’76, 

We  have  never  heard  of  a more  glaring  piece  of  im- 
pudence than  the  assumption  of  the  title  of  “ Sons  of  the 
Sires  of  ’76/’  the  tyrannical,  unconstitutional  and 
Anti- Republican  Order  of  Know-Nothings,  when  every 
principle  of  their  creed  is  at  utter  variance  with  the  teach- 
ings and  sentiments  of  the  sages  and  patriots  of  our  revolu- 
tionary era. 

Their  strange  misnomer  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  natu- 
ral proclivity  of  all  men  who  contemplate  the  perpetration  of  a 
■wrong  to  endeavor  to  clothe  it  under  some  specious  pretence  of  ben- 
nefiting  mankind.  The  great  prototypes  of  the  Know-Nothings, 
the  ultra  Jacobins  of  France,  perpetrated  the  most  horrible  outrages 
under  benevolent  pretexts. 

If  there  are  any  members  of  the  Know-Nothing  Order,  who  really 
are  “Sons  of  the  Sires  of  ’76,”  they  have  studied  to  little  purpose 
the  motive  which  guided  the  action  of  their  illustrious  progenitors. 
A little  reflection  will  convince  them  that  Know-Nothingism  aims 
not  to  perpetuate  but  to  destroy  the  fabric  of  freedom  which  patri- 
otic hands  have  reared  for  us. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  one  of  the  cause  of  grievance  against 
King  George  was  set  forth  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  as 
follows: 
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“He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these 
States;  for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws  for  the  natu- 
ralization of  foreigners;  refusing  to  pass  others  to  encour- 
age their  migration  hither,  and  raising  the  conditions  of 
new  appropriations  of  lands.” 

Icnow-Nothingism,  according  to  the  plat-form  laid  down  in  its  ac- 
knowledged organs,  declares  itself  in  favor  of  a total  “ Repeal  of 
the  Naturalization  Laws.”  In  other  words  the  “ Sons  of  the  Sires 
of  ’76,”  plant  themselves  upon  the  King  George  Platform,  to  destroy 
and  break  down  which,  the  Sires  of  ’76  pledged  “ their  lives,  their 
fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor.” 

Second,  the  Know-Nothings  declare  that  “none  hut  Native  Amer- 
icans should  hold  office,”  and  in  their  Lodges  they  will  admit  no 
members  whose  parents,  and  at  least  one  of  whose  grand-parents 
were  not  born  in  this  country.  How  does  this  doctrine  compare 
with  the  conduct  of  the  sages  of  the  Revolution'?  It  is  in  direct  con- 
flict with  it. 

Of  the  soldiers  of  our  Revolutionary  War,  thousands  of  brave 
spirits  were  not  born  in  this  country.  Lafayette,  Pulaski,  Koscius- 
co,  Steuben,  Charles  Lee,  De  Kalb,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  and  Gates, 
were  all  of  foreign  birth,  yet  were  entrusted  with  high  commands, 
the  duties  of  which  were  always  faithfully  and  gallantly  performed. 
Qute  a number  of  the  beat  of  our  Revolutionary  Generals  were  the 
children  of  parents  born  abroad,  while  scarcely  any  of  them  from 
Washington  down,  could  boast  of  having  had  their  grand-parents 
born  here. 

Of  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  at  least  eight 
were  not  born  in  this  country,  yet  they  were  deemed  none  the  less 
trustworthy  by  the  “ Sires  of  ’76.”  At  least  fifteen  of  these  signers 
had  not  their  parents  born  in  this  country,  yet  the  “ Sires  of  ’76.” 
made  no  objection  to  them  on  that  account.  Patrick  Henry,  the 
great  orator  of  the  Revolution,  was  the  son  of  a Scotchman.  Rob- 
ert Morris,  the  great  financier  of  the  Revolution,  was  born  in  Lan- 
cashire, England.  John  Witherspoon,  the  great  divine,  whose  pious 
prayers  and  councils  cheered  the  spirits  of  his  patriotic  compeers 
and  of  the  nation  in  its  darkest  hours  of  the  Revolutionary  struggle, 
was  born  near  Fdinburg,  in  Scotland.  The  father  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  the  great  Philosopher  and  statesmen  was  born  in  England. 

The  “ Sires  of  ’76  ” never  thought  of  making  men’s  birth  place  a 
test  of  their  merit,  like  the  contemptible  band  of  tricksters  who  style 
themselves  their  sons  are  now  trying  to  do. 

They  eschewed,  despised,  condemned  the  despicable  idea  which 
is  only  worthy  of  a Know  Nothing’s  brain,  that  a man  should  be  a 
king  because  his  father  was  a king,  a cobbler  because  his  father  was 
a cobbler,  ora  true  American,  only  because  his  father  was  an  Ame- 
rican. 
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On  this  question,  therefore,  the  Know  Nothings  stand  upon  the 
platform  of  the  tyrannical  aristocrats  of  Europe,  while  the  “ SireB 
of  76”  acted  on  the  true  principles  of  freedom. 

The  Know  Nothings  make  it  an  especial  object  of  their  organi- 
zation to  establish  a religious  test  for  office  and  to  bitterly  oppose 
the  election  of  all  the  members  of  a particular  sect.  The  “ ;Sires 
of  ’76”  acted  on  a directly  reverse  system  when  they  sent  the  brave 
and  patriotic  but  Catholic  Carroll  to  Congress  to  sign  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.  They  acted  on  a different  principle  when(they 
formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  they  also  showed 
their  sentiments  in  the,  address  of  the  Continental  Congress  to  the 
Catholics  of  Canada,  when  they  wished  them  to  unite  in  making 
common  cause  against  Great  Britain.  In  that  address,  which  was 
reported  by  Judge  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts  ; and  Mr.  John  Dick- 
inson, of  Pennsylvania,  all  protestants,  the  following  truthful  and 
emphatic  passage  occurs: 

“ We  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  liberality’of  sentiment  dis- 
tinguishing your  nation  to  imagine  that  difference  of  religion  will 
prejudice  you  against  a hearty  amity  with  us.  You  know  that  the 
transendent  nature  of  freedom  elevates  those  who  unite  in  her  cause 
above  all  such  low-minded  infirmities.  The  Swiss  cantons  furnish 
a memorable  proof  of  this  truth.  Their  Union  is  composed  of  Ro- 
man Catholic  and  Protestant  States,  living  in  the  utmost  concord  and 
peace  with  each  other,  and  thereby  enabled,  ever  since  they  bravely 
vindicated  their  freedom,  to  defy  and  defeat  every  tyrant  that  has 
invaded  them  !”  Know  Nothings  repudiate  this. 

SUCH  IS  KNOW  NOTHINGISM,  AND  ITS  CANDIDATE 
JAMES  POLLOCK. 

ON  THE  REVERSE  OF  THE  PICTURE  WE  HAVE  WIL- 
LIAM BIGLER  AS  HE  REALLY  IS— AS  A MAN,  A LEGISLA- 
TOR, AND  AN  EXECUTIVE— WHO  HAS  BEEN  TRIED. 

His  personal  history  has  become  familiar  to  the  people  of  the 
State,  and  his  official  acts  furnish  abundant  evidence  of  his  eminent 
and  rare  qualifications  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  he  now 
holds.  From  the  humblest  rank  in  society,  unaided  by  wealth  or 
influential  friends,  he  rose,  when  yet  in  his  minority,  to  the  dignity 
of  a practical  printer  and  editor  ; and  at  a very  early  age,  the  control 
of  an  extensive  and  useful  business.  He  came  into  the  State  Senate 
in  1842.  Though  young,  modest  and  retiring,  he  soon  made  a fa- 
vorable impression  on  the  members  of  that  body.  It  was  the  remark 
of  a venerable  Whig  Senator,  on  hearing  Gov.  Bigler’s  maiden 
speech  in  the  Senate,  which  was  on  the  question  of  the  resumption 
of  specie  payments  by  the  Banks,  “ That  man  will  some  day  be  Go- 
vernor of  Pennsylvania.”  He  served  six  years  in  that  body,  and  a 
few  of  its  members  have  left  behind  them  so  good  a record  or  a more 
spotless  moral  career.  He  was  distinguished  for  his  industry,  his 
devotion  to  duty,  and  his  entire  fairness  as  a partizan.  In  the  great 
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financial  crisis  of  1843,  that  so  severely  affected  the  credit  of  the 
State,  his  services  were  of  the  most  eminent  character.  He  was 
constantly  at  his  post,  to  meet  and  repel  all  attacks  upon  the  honor 
of  the  State;  fearlessly  voting  for  and  sustaining  every  practical 
scheme  for  the  maintenance  of  her  fidelity,  regardless  of  the  conse- 
quences personal  to  himself.  We  recur  to  the  part  which  our  can- 
didate acted  in  those  critical  times  with  pride  and  pleasure,  and 
we  are  confident  that  thousands  of  our  political  opponents  at  Phila- 
delphia and  elsewhere  will  join  us  in  this  feeling. 

He  was  the  early  advocate  of  engrafting  the  principle  of  individu- 
al liability  on  bank  charters — of  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment 
for  debt  and  of  every  measure  intended  to  do  justice  to  the  laboring 
masses,  and  elevate  their  condition  in  life. 

His  report  on  the  Tariff  in  1847  stands  in  proud  contrast  with 
the  feeble  and  abortive  efforts  of  his  enemies  in  the  Senate,  who 
attempted  to  break  him  down  on  that  question,  it  was  a masterly 
production,  eloquent  in  language  and  sound  in  doctrine. 

As  much  may  be  said  of  his  speech  made  during  the  same  session  on 
the  policy  of  constructing  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  When  Rep- 
resentatives from  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg  denounced  the  project 
as  impracticable,  as  a ruse  and  trick,  Gov.  Bigler  advocated  the  fea- 
sibility of  the  route,  and  utility  of  the  work,  foretelling  v hat  has 
since  taken  place,  with  remarkable  accuracy.  And  it  may  not  be  impro- 
per at  this  juncture  to  remind  the  people  of  Philadelphia  and  Pitts- 
burgh of  the  significant  fact,  that  when  Gov.  Bigler  was  advocat- 
ing the  construction  of  a railroad  by  a directi  route  from  one  city  to 
the  other,  through  our  own  State,  a portion  of  the  Representatives 
from  both  those  cities,  advocated  the  policy  of  making  the  connex- 
ion by  a circuitous  route,  passing  through  two  other  States.  Indeed, 
in  every  exigency  that  has  arisen  in  the  last  ten  years  Gov.  Bigler 
has  been  the  staunch  advocate  of  the  true  interests  of  our  great  com- 
mercial emporium,  and  her  citizens  will  not,  we  trust,  forget  this  fact 
on  the  day  of  the  election. 

His  election  in  1851  was  a triumph  of  broad  State  and  National  po- 
licy, fully  and  fairly  declared.  Herrwas  presented  to  the  people  as 
the  advocate  of  the  Compromise  measure  of  1850 — as  the  friend  of 
the  Tariff  of  1846 — the  friend  of  economy  in  public  affairs — the  ad- 
vocate of  a sound  currency — the  opponent  of  an  increase  of  banking 
capital,  and  the  advocate  of  the  fullest  liability  that  could  be  imposed 
on  corporations. 

His  administration  has  been  eventful,  and  distinguished  by  energy, 
ability  and  prudence.  At  the  time  of  his  induction  into  office,  the 
Legislature  were  indulging  in  the  practice  of  granting  special  privi- 
leges to  corporations,  to  carry  on  mere  business  transactions,  and  to 
compete  with  individual  enterprise.  This  species  of  legislation  had 
been  indulged  in  to  an  alarming  extent.  Gov.  Bigler  immediately 
took  ground  against  it,  and  by  a series  of  veto  messages  embodying 
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the  soundest  doctrines,  sustained  by  the  clearest  and  most  forcible 
arguments,  soon  succeeded  in  convincing  all  parties,  that  such  spe- 
cial privileges  should  not  be  granted  ; that  those  who  seek  to  enjov 
the  profits  of  a business  enterprise,  under  an  act  of  incorporation, 
should  be  required  to  bear  all  the  responsibility.  This  doctrine  is 
now  the  settled  policy  of  the  State. 

It  is  a remarkable  fact,  that  whilst  Governor  Bigler’s  vetoes 
in  the  session  of  1852,  were  numerically  greater  than  all  that  had 
emanated  from  any  one  of  his  predecessors  in  a full  term  of  service, 
not  one  measure  was  sustained  by  the  General  Assembly  against  his 
objections.  Indeed,  such  is  the  fact  in  reference  to  all  his  veto  mes- 
sages up  to  the  present  time.  When  the  Legislature  attempted  to 
create  a brood  of  new  banks,  and  to  extend  improvidently  paper  is- 
sues, the  fatal  step  was  arrested  by  the  veto  power,  and  eleven 
banks  were  rejected  at  onetime.  When,  again,  it  was  attempted  to 
give  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  entire  control  of  the  ter- 
mini of  the  State  works  at  West  Philadelphia,  the  measure  was 
promptly  arrested  by  a veto  ; and  recently  when  it  was  proposed  by 
the  General  Assembly,  to  relieve  this  same  corporation  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania and  Ohio  Railroad  Coinpany,  from  the  penalties  imposed 
by,  and  incurred  undef,  the  law  against  the  circulation  of  foreign 
small  notes,  thereby  establishing  a most  dangerous  and  prejudicial 
precedent  to  legislation,  the  evil  was  averted  by  the  same  means. 

The  policy  indicated  by  Gov.  Bigler  in  his  first  message,  after  his 
induction  into  office,  contained  many  wise  suggestions,  and  amongst 
these  was  the  cancellation  of  the.  six  per  cent,  bonds  of  the  Com- 
monwealth then  outstanding,  by  the  creation  of  five  per  cent  bonds. 
This  measure  was  adopted,  and  a large  sum  of  money  saved  annually 
to  the  treasury.  The  policy  of  cash  payments  and  short  settlements 
on  the  public  works,  suggested  in  the  same  document  had  it  been 
fully  carried  into  effect  by  law,  could  not  have  failed  to  exercise  a 
most  healthy  influence  upon  that  branch  of  the  public  service. 

His  predecessor,  William  F.  Johnson,  was  the  author  of  the  relief 
currency.  Under  the  administration  of  Gov.  Shunk,  measures  had* 
been  adopted  to  withdraw  from  circulation  and  cancel  this  noxious 
medium.  Very  soon  after  the  Whigs  came  into  power  under  Gov. 
Johnson,  this  process  of  cancellation,  so  wisely  begun,  was  arrested, 
and  provision  made  to  continue  this  depreciated  and  unconstitution- 
al currency  in  circulation,  by  paying  the  banks  a large  compensa- 
tion, from  time  to  time,  for  reissuing  the  defaced  notes.  Amongst 
the  first  measures  of  the  present  administration,  was  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  final  withdrawal  and  extinction  of  this  currency,  and 
the  work  of  cancellation  is  again  in  operation. 

In  this  single  item  of  State  policy,  fellow-citizens,  we  have  a very 
striking  illustration  of  the  difference  between  Federal  and  Democra- 
tic measures.  It  is  for  you  to  determine  which  are  right,  and  the 
best  adapted  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  State. 
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But  in  nothing  has  Gov.  Bigler  rendered  a more  important  ser- 
vice to  the  people,  than  by  his  constant  and  untiring  efforts  to 
break  down  the  pernicious  system  of  omnibus  and  special  legisla- 
tion. This  was  among  his  earliest  recommendations,  and  in  the 
session  ot  1853,  a few  general  laws  were  adopted  on  the  report 
and  recommendation  of  commissioners  appointed  by  him  for  that 
purpose  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  much  good  was  thus 
effected. 

In  the  Governor’s  message  of  185-f,  however,  he  placed  the  axe  at 
the  root  of  this  tree  of  evil,  this  spreading  Upas,  by  declaring  most 
emphatically,  that  he  should  no  longer  participate  in  that  offensive 
system  of  legislation  ; and  that  the  whole  power  of  the  Executive 
Department  should  be  wielded  against  it.  This  sentiment  received 
the  universal  approbation  of  all  parties.  The  General  Assembly 
acted  on  the  suggestion,  and  the  people  are  presented  with  the  laws 
of  1S54,  each  separate  from  the  other,  and  standing  on  its  own  me- 
rits. This  has  never  occurred  before  since  the  organization  of  the 
Government.  Had  the  present  administration  no  other  claim,  this 
alone  should  command  the  favorable  judgment  of  the  people. 

The  policy  of  the  administration  is  now  well  defined  on  all 
subjects,  and  its  continuance  cannot  fail  to  promote  the  substantial 
welfare  of  the  people.  At  the  time  of  its  induction  into  power,  a 
number  of  improvements  were  in  the  process  of  construction,  which 
have  cost  a much  larger  sum  than  had  been  anticipated,  and  this  cir- 
cumstance, it  is  true,  has  to  some  extent  embarrassed  the  policy  of 
the  administration.  But  it  must  be  remembered,  that  these  schemes 
were  not  commenced  at  the  instance  of  Governor  Bigler.  They  had 
been  undertaken  before  he  came  into  office  ; and  the  wise  policy 
seemed  to  be  to  conduct  them  to  an  early  completion.  Indeed  it 
has  been  declared  as  a fixed  policy  of  the  administration,  that  no 
new  schemes  of  improvement  will  be  commenced. 

Nor  has  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  State  been  permitted  to  suf- 
fer in  any  instance.  When  the  executive  of  a neighboring  State  re- 
fused to  surrender  a fugitive  from  justice,  against  whom  a true  bill 
of  indictment  for  kidnapping  had  been  found  in  the  county  of 
Chester,  the  right  and  dignity  of  the  Commonwealth  was  vindi- 
cated in  a paper  of  surpassing  power  and  ability.  Long  after  its 
author  shall  have  retired  from  public  life — yea,  after  his  head  shall 
be  pillowed  beneath  the  sods  in  the  valley,  this  document  will  be 
referred  to  in  the  archives  of  Pennsylvania,  as  a model  for  other  exe- 
cutives, and  continue  to  excite  the  pride  and  admiration  of  her 
people. 

When  again  at  a subsequent  period,  an  exigency  arose  at  the  city 
and  county  of  Erie,  involving  to  no  inconsiderable  extent  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  State,  he  was  not  found  wanting,  but  came  up 
fully  to  public  expectation.  His  energy  and  firmness  in  this  crisis 
commanded  the  respect  of  all.  When  told,  as  he  was  frequently, 
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that  the  measures  he  deemed  expedient  to  adopt,  would  prejudice 
his  political  prospects  in  this  or  that  locality,  his  uniform  reply 
was— “it  mattered  not,  he  had  the  honor  of  the  State  to  protect, 
and  that  should  be  done  at  all  hazards.” 

FELLOW  CITIZENS:  Shall  an  officer  thus  honest,  devoted, 
prudent  and  able,  be  discarded,  or  stricken  down  for  light  and 
imaginary  causes  1 Shall  a policy  in  State  affairs  so  wise,  be  aban- 
doned to  give  place  to  Federal  rule  1 We  hope  not  ; and  we  would 
be  doing  injustice  to  the  people  to  even  entertain  the  thought  for  a 
moment.  We  believe  you  will  retain  Gov.  Bigler  as  you  have 
done  all  his  Democratic  predecessors,  for  the  constitutional  term. 
We  do  not  claim  perfection  for  his  administration,  nor  for  the  man. 
There  are,  doubtless,  grounds  for  honest  differences  of  opinion, 
whether  the  wisest  policy  has  at  all  times  been  pursued,  but  we  do 
claim  that  the  good  greatly  preponderates,  and  that  his  purposes 
have  been  universally  pure  and  patriotic.  In  the  distribution  of 
executive  patronage,  everyone  who  applied  could  not  be  appointed, 
and  although  this  was  necessarily  so,  and  is  a difficulty  which  must 
be  encountered  by  all  administrations,  some  worthy  citizens  may 
have  felt  that  they  had  just  cause  for  complaint — but  so  long  as  the 
public  service  be  well  performed,  you  will  agree  with  us  that  it  is 
of  minor  importanceo/who  shall  be  the  agent  of  the  work — and  cer- 
tainly no  man  will  forsake  his  principles  and  party,  for  reasons  so 
untenable  and  results  so  unavoidable. 

WHIG  ECONOMY  AND  STATE  FINANCES. 

The  arrogant  assumptions  of  the  Whig  party,  that  they  are  the 
friends  of  economy,  in  the  use  of  the  public  money,  should  be  met 
occasionally  by  an  exhibition  of  their  practices  when  in  power.  It 
is  our  intention  to  give  a very  brief  history  of  their  actions  on  this 
subject,  when  directing  and  controling  the  financial  affairs  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

“ A split  in  the  Democratic  party,  in  1835,  placed  Joseph  Ritner  in 
the  Gubernatorial  chair,  He  and  his  party  professed  to  the  most  par- 
simonious use  of  the  public  funds — promised  the  people  that  they 
would  arrest  the  creation  of  debt  and  lessen  their  burthens.  But  the 
sequal  wras  a sad  commentary  on  the  vanity  and  weakness  of  hu- 
man promises.  Gov.  Wolf  had  sounded  the  alarm  against  the  in- 
crease of  the  debt,  and  against  the  commencement  of  new  schemes  of 
public  improvement,  and  the  system  was  partially  arrested.  But  so 
soon  as  Thadeus  Stevens  & Co.  got  control  of  the  Treasury,  a new 
order  of  things  was  introduced,  and  the  consequences  were  frightful. 
The  State  Central  Committee  for  1838,  composed  of  Francis  R. 
Shunk,  Daniel  Sturgeon,  Henry  Buhler,  John  C.  Bucher  and  others, 
after  a full  and  laborious  investigation,  reported  that  the  following 
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new  works  had  been  commenced  under  the  Ritner  administration. 
To  wit: 


The  Gettisburg  Railroad,  at  an  estimated  cost  of,  $2,250,000 
The  Erie  extension,  from  New  Castle  to  Erie,  3,000,000 

The  North  Branch  extension,  3,000,000 

The  West  Branch  extension,  1,000,000 

The  extension  from  Sinnamahoning  to  the  Summit,  4,000,000 

French  Creek  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  2,000,000 

Kittanning  Feeder,  1,200,000 

Wisconisco  Feeder,  250,000 


$17,000,000 

Thus  exhibiting  the  astounding  fact  this  economical  Whig  admi- 
nistration, headed  by  Joseph  Ritner,  had  commenced  schemes  ofim- 
provement  that  would  add,  at  Hast,  SEVENTEEN  MILLIONS  of 
dollars  to  the  public  debt.  The  above  estimates  with  the  exception 
of  the  Gettisburg  Railroad  and  the  Wisconisco  Feeder,  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  Governor  Ritner’ s own  account.  (See  Journals  of 
1837.) 

The  report  of  these  gentlemen  shows  the  fact  and  sustains  it  by 
day  and  date,  by  statements  official  from  all  the  departments,  that 
this  administration  expended  the  enormous  sum  ofnearly  NINE  MIL- 
LIONS of  public  money,  without  completing  a single  additional 
mile  of  Railroad  or  Canal.  This  whole  sum  was  absolutely  wasted 
on  favorites  and  in  the  prosecution  of  abortive  schemes  of  improve- 
ments. The  effects  of  this  folly  are  still  sensibly  felt  at  the  present 
day. 

The  administration  of  Governor  Porter  had  to  encounter  all  the  em- 
barrassments consequent  upon  the  commencement  of  these  wild  and 
visionary  schemes.  It  became  absolutely  necessary  to  abandon  these 
projects  entirely.  The  whole  energies  of  the  administration  were 
absorbed  in  efforts  to  pay  debts  and  to  save  the  honor  of  the  State. 
A suspension  of  the  payment  of  the  interest  in  1842  was  the  conse- 
quence of  the  Ritner  folly. 

Governor  Shunk  came  into  office  in  1845,  and  in  the  following 
February  the  payment  of  the  interest  was  resumed,  and  provision 
made  for  the  cancellation  of  the  relief  notes.  His  administration  was 
also  devoted  to  the  payment  of  old  debts  and  to  secure  a rigid  econo- 
my in  the  use  of  the  public  funds — and  at  the  expiration  of  his  first 
term  the  affairs  of  the  State  were  in  a safe  and  wholesome  condi- 
tion. 

in  1848  W.  F.  Johnston  was  called  to  the  Executive  chair.  He 
too  professed  to  be  the  advocate  of  economy,  but  he  certainly  failed 
to  practice  on  such  a theory.  Among  the  first  things  he  did  was  to 
suspend  the  cancellation  of  the  relief  notes. 
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Under  his  administration,  the  use  of  the  North  Branch  Canal  was  re- 
sumed, which  has  cost  the  state  over  two  millions  of  dollars.  The  con- 
struction of  a new  railroad  over  the  Allegheny  mountains  was  commenced 
under  his  auspices,  and  will  cost  the  people  over  two  millions.  The  Re- 
gistry Act,  at  a cost  of  some  $25,000,  and  the  publication  of  the  Re, 
cords  and  Archives,  and  Buffon’s  Geological  Survey,  at  a cost  of,  say- 
$75,000,  was  commenced  by  him.  It  is  true  that  he  commenced  a hum- 
bug sinking  fund,  and  borrowed  money  at  six  per  cent,  to  pay  bonds  not 
matured,  bearing  interest  at  live  per  cent.  This  was  financiering  with  a 
vengeance.  Soon  after  Governor  Bigler  came  into  office,  he  reversed  this 
system  by  paying  off  six  per  cent  bonds,  by  the  creation  of  new  ones, 
at  five  per  cent,  and  brought  a large  amount  into  the  treasury  besides. 

When  Gov.  Bigler  came  into  power,  the  above  schemes  of  improve- 
ment and  expenditure  were  in  progress.  He  had  to  choose  between  the 
alternatives  of  completing  the  work  or  losing  all  the  money  that  had 
been  expended,  and  because  he  adopted  the  latter,  the  Whigs  are  at- 
tempting to  hold  his  administration  accountable  for  the  whole  expendi- 
tures. This  is  neither  honest  nor  just.  Let  justice  be  done  though  the 
heavens  should  fall.  We  assert  that  the  new  schemes  of  public  works, 
commenced  by  Gov.  Johnson’s  administration,  will  cost  the  people  not 
less  than  four  millions  and  a half  of  dollars ; and,  that  Goy.  Bigler  has 
not  permitted  any  new  scheme  to  be  commenced.  On  these  propositions, 
we  defy  contradiction.  The  Whigs  are  justified  in  expedients,  but  they 
cannot  gainsay  these  cogent  truths.  And,  in  addition,  Governor  Bigler 
said,  in  his  last  message,  that  no  new  schemes  of  expenditure  could  ever 
have  his  sanction.  lie  has  almost  extricated  the  state  from  the  burdens 
imposed  by  a Whig  administration,  and  the  policy  of  the  Commonwealth 
is  now  well  settled,  and  ample  provision  has  been  made  for  the  cancella- 
tion of  the  relief  notes,  should  his  wise  policy  be  continued  three  years 
longer.  We  have  no  doubt  the  taxes  of  the  people  could  be  reduced  to 
one  or  one  and  a half  millions.  Should  the  Whig  party,  or  rather  the 
Know  Nothing  party,  get  control,  we  may  reasonably  anticipate  new 
schemes  to  absorb  the  means  of  the  people. 

What  stronger  evidence  could  we  have  of  the  utter  inability  of  the 
Whig  party  to  manage  the  affairs  of  government,  than  is  now  presented 
at  Philadelphia.  They  have  been  in  possession  of  the  new  municipal 
government  for  a few  months;  and  already  the  people  have  a foretaste  of 
Whig  Know  Nothing  policy.  With  the  professions  of  economy  still  lin- 
gering on  their  lips,  they  have  commenced  to  create  new  officers  by  the 
hundreds,  and  increase  salaries,  until  the  astounding  fact  is  presented, 
that  the  government  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  is  to  cost  the  incredible 
sum  of  six  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  whilst  the 
government  of  the  whole  state,  including  the  city,  under  a democratic 
administration,  embracing  legislation,  the  Judiciary  and  all  the  print- 
ing, amounts  annually  to  about  $250,000,  or  but  little  over  one-third  of 
that  of  the  city.  It  is  also  indicated  that  a Whig  Mayor  is  to  get  as 
much  compensation  in  one  year  as  the  Governor  of  the  state  can  receive 
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in  three-~that  the  Collector  is  to  get  more  pay  than  all  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court — the  most  ordinary  Executive  Officer  is  to  get  as 
much  compensation  as  an  entire  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners.  This 
is  the  latest  exhibition  of  Whig  economy,  and  we  are  forced  to  believe 
this  is  the  kind  of  economy  they  intend  to  practise.  The  people  -will 
not  hesitate  to  decide  against  such  policy.  They  will  not  reject  an  ex- 
perienced statesman  for  a petty  lawyer,  and  entail  the  lamentable  conse- 
quences of  Whig  folly. 


t 


THE  LIST  TRICK  OP  WMGGERY,  AND  ITS  NEW 
ALLY,  “KNOW  NOTMNGISM.” 

The  majority  of  Whigs  who  control  the 
Know  Nothing  councils  of  this  state,  see- 
ing that  the  exposure  of  the  treasonable 
character  of  that  secret  order  had  ren- 
dered certain  the  defeat  of  their  candi- 
dates, who  are  discovered  in  their  mem- 
bership, have  devised  a plan  for  the 
change  of  the  name  of  the  order,  from 
“the  Sons  of  the  Sires  of  76,”  to  “the 
Sons  of  the  Star  Spangled  Banner.” 
By  doing  this,  they  expect  to  obtain 
from  Pollock  a denial  of  his  member- 
ship with  “the  Sons  of  the  Sires  of  76.” 
But  this  subterfuge  won’t  answer.  Mr. 
Pollock  and  the  Whig  organization  must 
repudiate  the  whole  doctrine,  or  the  peo- 
ple will  be  justified  in  the  presumption 
that  that  party  and  their  candidates  fa- 
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your  it.  They  never  have  repudiated  it; 
on  the  contrary  have,  in  every  instance, 
coalesced  with  it,  while  the  Democratic 
party  and  its  candidates  have  taken  bold, 
open  and  decided  ground  in  favour  of 
the  constitution  and  the  laws,  and  against 
so  Anti-Republican  and  dangerous  an 
order. 

Fellow  citizens,  it  is  for  you  to  decide 

which  of  the  candidates  is  worthy  of 

*/ 

support;  and,  in  deciding,  bear  in  mind, 
you  decide  fo,r  posterity  as  well  as  your- 
selves. 
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